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75 benden Ther which is uſually termed Sucock. in 
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iurally be expected from the general Idea of Man as 


a ſocial Creatuge, and. from That of # Family, as the 


firſt ſocial Connettion, that Friendſhip ſhould prevail 
here i in | the higheſt Degree i it is capable, in a this preſent 
State. And it muſt ſtrike every One too 0 Reflecti- 
on, chat the cheriſhing it im ibis Conneftioni 15 no ſmall 
Importance to the Welfare of the Public as well as In- 
dividuals: for the -Intercourſes and Friemtfhips which 
Prevail in larger Circles, take their Riſe and Dendini- 
nation from thoſe-of a domeſtio Kind. To diſſemi. 
nate therefore the true Grounds and Reaſons of this 
Friendſhip , to hold vp 10 View all, the, natural-and 
pleafing Expred it, and to afford every Aſſiſtance 
in our Power: towards the Cultivation and OS 
men o. iu are che: Ohiedts of this Diſcgurſe .. 
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who. compoſe one Family, as they. are unitẽd to each 
ather by the molt intimate: and endearing Bands of Na- 
ture, and, if pious, of Religion too. The Heads of ii, 
are in a Senſe Ox E; their Children are Paris of them- 

' ſelves; their Relations and Friends, living with them 
are more nearly allied to them than others ata Diſtance 


from them; and their Servants., for obvious Reaſon D 
* panicularly intereſted in their Regards. 


Theſe are all deſcribed too as dwelling together in 
an, Hauſe, and, on. this Account, they ought to conſi- 
Nt one another as Relatives and Friends, and canſe- 
quently. « be of. the fame Mind ;” 6 living together 
vot merely in Peace and upon general Terms of Good- 
vill, but in the moſt perfect Amity, F rieadſhip and Af. 
ſection. It is Unity that ſtands oppoſed not only 0. 
. Prejudice, Malev once, and Hoſtility; but to Neu- 
traluiy, ludifference, and Reſerve. As Enmity , with, 
all its wretched Allendants of Anger, . Clamour, and 
: Strife, ſhould be forever held at a Diſtance from the ; 
| Houlez fo Caldneſs, which i is very nearly as inimical | 
to dameltic Happinch... ſhould never be permitted i 
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io Nature and Imereſt,, ſhould moſt cordially eftgem 
andi love one another, and be ready on all. Occaſions 
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Firſt, Lay down the. true and proper 88 of 
Ae Friendſhip; or the ſeveral Ways which God, 
in Nature, hath appointed to this End. 
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n another. 1 85 ; 
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ſhip. Indeed, the very Terms MAARIACE and FxIEx D- 


nf may very properly be conſidered as ſynonimous ; 
and moſt certainly would be fo in every Inſtance; if ch& 


original Dictates of Nature were not perverted in 4 


molt iamefuf Maimer; What worſe than Brutes'mutt: 


they be ub; thus © „ have no Tendernefs, 


\$ 2-3 


Good-will and Eſteem for each other! Inftin& and 


„Again, 


* 


Reaſon unite ts forts this friendly Connection, to con- 
firm rad it, and to hs do it to its e mos 

5 8 5 Relation between e ain Children i is als | 
wo favourable to Friendſhip. . Equality, indeed, is 
wanting here, but there is every other imaginable Con- 


ſideration to balance the Account. Both Parties are 


the ſame Fleſh and Blood; and Conſanguinity is ſurely 


#naturat Ground of Friendſhip. The inſtinctive Kind 

of Affection implamed in their Breaſts towards each 
other js fo ſtrong, that it is almoſt impoſſi wee for themy 3p 
none ſo p to eradicate it ONE Sie" | 
Breaſts, CRT | | 
+: The dane wo be. ſaid " Ps ſoit lads N. . 
of the Relation between Brothers and Siſters. 
derive: from one Stock and are of one Blood. And 
ik this Conne dion has not ſo much of Toftintt in nt a d 
the former, it has nevertheleſs very ſtrong! ol in 
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Mp | And then, the Circumſtance of Equality gives it 
| ( EL: 55 Advantage i in Regard of Friendſhip above that of 
. Parents and Children. In ſhort, it is generally con- 
3 Gdered as a Relation that almoſt neceſſarily begets 
{.  , -  _ Friendlhip ; and therefore when Peace and Good-vill 
LE ” are ſaid to prevail between particular. Perſons they are 
3 Y | CE often deſcribed by the Series ee, of Be. 
Eo  THREN, — Indeed, Fs 
5 | Servants , on ſome. e may not hom 3 
1 : the Line of Friendſhip, but on others they are. In- 
feeriority of Character and Condition requires ſome 


Degree of Diſtance and Reſerve, on the one Part, 
5 and Humility and Reverence on the other. But all 
uis may very well conſiſt with Friendſhip, for Equa- 
kiy of Station and Circumſtances is not 7 6h 

e it may be favourable to i. | 
As to Nature, which is the main thing, there; is an 
| e e here. And between the Condition of Ser- 
Vants and Children, there no great Diſtance. For «the 
| Heir as long as he is a Child, (ſays the Apoſtle) differ- 
PER, eth nothing f from a Servant, tho he be Lord of all.” 
But if ve conſider the Purpoſes. for which a "EW 
- a intioduced into a Family, [viz.] that of aſſiſting it 
dad making it happy, and add ta this the other Cir- 
. -_ eumſtances of Continuance, Intercourſe, and mutual. In- Con 
1 ee e e ee 881 


7 


4 Grounds „ SLY; 


for Friendſhip. And Inſtances there have been, not a 


few, of Servants, who after a Time have become alwolt 


PE 


as natural to a Family as the Children of it. 


Service, then, undertaken and rendered i in a proper 


Manger and with right Views, is a "_ NIE» to 
Friendſhip. And chen, 


As 0 Perfous, whether „ ati To: | 
mates or Sojourners i in a Family, their Situation ſure. 


ly is fovourable to this Affection. It throws them inte 
a Connection that fails not to draw out to View what 


will either attach People to, or prejudice them againſt, 


one another. Nor will this Relation, the Reſult of vo- 


luntary Agreement, lang continue, if Averſion prevails; / 
And, as to thoſe who occaſionally viſit the Family, they: 


are.cither. Acquaintance, or Relations and Friends. 


* age Ground * 


F Therefore, 
le of PR Ar 1% ihe 


Ideas of Features, Temper, Sentiment, Manners, Cir+ 5 


eumſtances, and Religion. A Similarity in theſe Pars 


lieulars naturally hegers Friendſhip. And fueh Sonny. 


larity is maſt likely to he met with in Families, - 

Between Parents and their Children there is FO 
queruly ® Likeneſs in Perſon and Features, and thisis a 
Circumſtance which hath rather a Tendency to excite - 


CEOS; than Averſion. | The Fen Notion of a. 


a. . Val, &. i rs 1 2 5 fy, ie” \ 5 is, 7 * T volker 


. 8 — 8 
D LI OY EPE 


F 
. 
* 
. 
” 
— 
U 
** F 
* fl 
# + 
t 
« 
. 
: 
” 
3 
0 
* 
L- 
7 
, x 
T £ 
. * 
1 + 
bY 4 
. 
6 
a * 1 
\ 
4 on 
1 ig o 
: 
: y 
7 
1 
* 
= | H 7 
1 1 
» 
% 
„ 
, . . q 
h * 1 
7 * 3 
* © = * 
y * 
= * 
- * 
y a! 
. 
1 
9 of 
£ A 3 4 
<4 "FM 
50 7 
11 1 
: x ' 
. & \ Fo 
oY = 
 f rg 
. 1.7 
ar p \ N 
* - 
: 2 
q 
T 
1 i 
; X $ 
* WL 7 
3 5 ” 
_ 44 -” 
7 k » 4 * 
3 1 
= 3 * 
1 oy 
4 -% : 
- * 
Pp 9 
" 4 
= 
# Hf A 
9 
"4 443 
E 50 . 
= 
z 
. * ; . 
2 3 
1 . 
4 « 
* 
- ys ; $ 
1 Mi 
4 ; 
% 1 Fi 
3 M 
* *Y 1 
3, = 
- « ” 
[79 : 
= - * + 
- d 
4 $ 1 
8 1 1 
1 8 
Mo 
N 9 
__— 8 
4 + Y 
<<#Z * h 
*#-0 - 
* $ 
i 
vt i A * 
1 * * 
Py = XZ 
1 by. 4 9 I. 
= 
* "3 
2 1 1 
n 
22 
1 - by Y 
a Y 
” *,%% } 
17y J 
1 
1 
L 8. 
. 3s 
f 249 5 
- a £ 
” BS 3 
_— 
« J# 514 
- 54 
* * . 
5 2 v 0 4 
% 
*.% * - 
4 4 A 
5 Lb 
4 
3 
g 2 
2 
7; 
% J . 
Wu 
5 FY 
o : 
EF 
my 4 * > 
2 91 ] 
vo f 
- * 
5 
54 
- a 
{ 2 
- i 4 
. VEN : 
| 9 
2 
i 2 1 


* 
” >" 

* . 
S 
* n 2 RING. 

EC 6 _ 


— 8 
N * 4 4 
—— 0 2 1 
py 2h = 
T — — . „ 
bh wo 3 + 
* 7 
5 — 9 BER 
Sz 1 n 4 


252, 8 Family- Friendſhip, 

nother's reſembling us inſenſibly begets a Predilection 
in our Breaſts in their Favour. 

But Temes has an immediate and . 15 
reſt on all friendly Attachments, whether moral or reli. 
gious. Now among Relations there is frequently , if 
not always, a Reſemblance in natural Diſpoſition. For 
Temper depends much on the Conſtruſtion of the Bo- 
dy, and the Temperament of the animal Spirits; and 
| theſe in Children, who derive from the ſame Parents, 
are generally very ſimilar. And ſurely this is no in- 
conſiderable Iuducement to Friendſhip. How can 
it poſſibly be otherwiſe, than that a good · natured Fami- 
ly ſhould love one another! And indeed, be the pre- 
Vvailing Temper that marks their Characters what it 
N it will naturally beget Auachment. (*) Again, 

' / Similarity of SenTiMENT has alſo a great Influence 
in producing and eſtabliſhing Friendſhip. Two People 
ho think alike on moſt Subjects, on communicating 
their Ideas, will inſtantly conceive an Eſteem and Af- 
fection for each other. Their kindred Souls, caſt as 

it were in one Mould, will unite , and with paſſionate 
| Fondneſs embrace. Now, though i in Families there 
ĩs ſometimes a Diverſity of Sentiment, yet it is more 
generally otherwiſe.” And though theneareſt Relatives 
do not always poſſeſs the like natural Abilities, nor are 
alike fans. ver, „ be the Cauſe what i it may, whether 
e — ABEE. > para 
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on Education, 1 ntercourſe, or Prepoſſeſſion i in each other's 
Favour, it moſt commonly ſo happens, that there is'a 


contributes to domeſtic Friendſhip we need oe Hax. 2 
- Similarity; alſo of Manxzzs muſt not paſs unne+ 
Gad. By: Manners: we mean external Behaviour, 


Kind of mechanical Effea to create Attachment or A- 
verſion. The Countenance 3 Language, Attitudeg 


plealing, or painful Senſation in another that obſerves 


Members of a Family, .The like'Calt'of Behaviour 


5 e e Whole Houſe. And this/tends to be- 


ies ei Union, atid ſo to promote the Iniereſts of domeſtio 


Pe I priendtbip.” Were Faiiics uſually 16-confilt of Per« 
ing Wl ens whoſe Manners are totally diſſunilar, the Effect 
erve, and Diſguſt:' but the con? 


A. ssuld be Dillanec, f 


s dary being the Caſe, this doubdcls in a Circumſtance 
ate favourable to Friendſhip. e111 IPO 


ere Aris alto Similanity in s cane or Mode 
re I of Subſiſtenct. Fricndſhips are ſeldom . contratted be- 
ves teen Perſons in exalted;and in Jow Stations of Life.; | 
Peafle icircimſtancetl, are e dete Diſtance: ' 


- "Grounds 12 E 295% 


Vniformity of Sentiment, in Families, reſpeQing Matt 
ters civil, moral, and religious. And how much this 


And this every one knows, by bis o. Feelings, Has a 5 


and Addreſs of one Man, almoſt iuſtanily produces 4 


kim. / And thefe are very nearly ſimilat in the ſeveral 


ue, which, che ;Cordiality of Friendſhip demands, I ©*' 
11 But in Families there are no Obſtructions of this Sort The 
3 80 the Union chevy, recommended. Their Mode of their 
Life is very nearly the ſame. Or, if there is a Differ. les | 
: > 2... econ doubilels there is and ought. to be, between 2 
ddke Condition of Parents and Children, and ihat of dom 
Mlaſters and Servants; it is by, no. Means fo conſider- Et 
N able as to create Prejudices at all inimical to. Friend- 
„ ſhip, On the contrary, being all incloſed-and dwellipg 
. together in one Houſe , living all upon the fame gene- 
5 ral Plan, and fating Bd after theſame Manner z there lnge 
5 "© 5 is liule or no Cauſe for Diſcontem and Envy, thoſe . 
. = Paſſions which too often read aſunder under the 

k oreeable. ConneRions. ans 1 111% 
. SS iri\Rzicion that contributes woken e 
die Friendſhime Indeed, It is not every Family that 
is religious a hora i he ſaid of thoſe Families which 
„ we ſe in laſtance, that each Member of them ſharp 
3 as fo. in particular. Vet when real. and ſound Picy. WM 1. 
ee ils in the Breafts of thoſe who preſide, it very in the 
. often diffuſes itſelf among the-inferior: Branches ol the Preſe 
5 Houſe. And u gimilarity of Charatter in tus Reſpect I h, 
"+ *, cannot fail of besag a Ground of the inoſt cordial and 
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nf ermanent Friendſhip. | In ſuch Families chere will be 
. „„ Difference uf #Opinion in v hat is eſſential to. Reli- 
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| IN ceo thar wilt divide and alienate them from one another: 


| WI Their Tempers will be all meliorated and ſoftened, and 
f their Condud free from ihoſe Immoralities and F G 
5 hes which are the Bane of F riendſhi p and | Love. is 


ST + 

n be x” poo Bene is a further G0 97 * | 

f Wl domeſtic Friendſhip: ] i) i 
„ Wl -—Remoicnels of Situation is a e — 10 


4 Friendſhip. Indeed it cannot fubſilt at all between 


” I Poople'thar never fas one another, and have no OH- 
"  portunity of exchanging Semiments and Paffona. The | 
: Ingenuity of Mankind, it is true, hath deviſed Means 

8 


0 remedy , in a Degree at leaſt, this In convenience. 
0 By the Medium of epiſtolary Correſpondence, Perſons | | 
a.thexemajelt Diſtance are enabled to communicate 1 
heir Ideas t9 each other, and {o ta fan the Flame of, i 
matual Affection. And it muſt be acknowledged, that 
emporary Abſence has ſometimes a bappy Effect tio = 
ſharpen the Edge of Friendſhip, and, by „„ = || 
Lave 10 dhe Trial, 10 heighten and jmprove it. Buty ' T4 
in the ardingry Courle. of things, it is the immediate, 


Preſence, pf; a Fend, and perſonal Intercourſe with, il 

him, haz excites and keeps alive this generous Paſſion. | 1 4 

No Family Conneftions affixd theſe Incitements ä 1 

10 Friendſhip in the moſt agreeable) Manner. Their I 

* * their Attions, their awiable: Q Qualities, had? 408 
9 ol. . every 
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25 25 12 7 Family Friendſhip, g 
every thing about them that is adapted to excite El. p! 
_ teem and Love, ate in full View. Therefore, . be 
._ Laſtly, Of IxreR EST, the laſt wei tet 
„ | or Reaſon for Family Friendſhip. _ 316 thai of 
1 | It is caly to conceive how Perſons may be lo cir. Az 
1 cumſianced, as to render it of little Conſequence whe. 
ther they are in Habits of Friendſhip with each other, 
provided they are not real Enemies. Butitcisiother- 
. viſe in a Family. All the Members of it are ſo nearly lity 
connected, that their Intereſt is mutual, and of Con. em 
ſequence their being on friendly Terms with each other ſeq, 
co | is a Matter of the laſt Importance; It is with a' Family tho 
1 3 it is wich the Body. Whether one Member ſuf- Wil ad 
=: fer, all the Members ſuffer with it: or one Member be Ml Tia 
BM 5 honoured, all the Members rejoice with it.” 80 no- Wl tnx 
F thing can happen to any Branch of a Family, without I ub; 
8 | the Whole being affected by it. They are all Sharers the 

| | 


—̃̃ —„—V— 


1 
of 23 


in one another's Sufferings and Pleaſures. No Spe- port 
= _ cies of Adverlitycanemer'a Houſe, whether it be Po- kde 
2" | | | erty, Diſhonour, Sickneſs, or Death; but every In- Prof 
8 0 dividual win de more or lefs hurtby it. And' no proſ- ef t 
| | perous Circiimftance can make any One of them hap- Wii ar 
1 | py withont their all being benefited by it. Embarked 

togetheryif/a Storm ariſes, they are all expoled.to the 

j | like Danger. Nee of one common Stock, it is 
dme ee 9 One to "improve it." If Diſcord 
15 CERT 5 pPrevalls, 
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| 4 25 8 
of. ben not only the pain beck each Mem- 
ber is affected, but the Happineſs and the very Exif 
ad tence of the whole are irebtened. The Tdek therefore - 
” of family Intereſt forbids all Feuds and Animoſities. 
ir. Ad LTatereſt as ftrongly pleads for the moſt e 
Friendſhip.” For nothing ſhort of ſuch Frien 
vill eſhectually ſecure the civil and religious walk 7 
of theſe little Communities, "Suppoſe petfect; Neutra- 
lity to take-place i in'a Famil y, and each one to be who 
employed in läoking after his own Concerns; the Con, on. 


ſequence in that Cale will be, not', Sly the. Wane of 
thoſe Pleaſures which ſp pring from friendly. neercourle . 
and mutual Offices of Kindneſs, but! in a Courſe of 


Time Irregularity, Comtention, Poveny, and Weich 


n 


eines. Whereas, on the « contrary... ſincere AﬀeRic 

 ſubliſting | between [the ſeveral. Branches of 4 Houſe, 
the ge Ten) nerel Gaod will be conſulted; the Duties of 
For orbearance, Candeſcenſic on, Sympathy, and Benevas | 
kuct will be regarded; and fo the Peace, Order and 
Profpetity of the Whole be | promated.. The Intereſt: 
of” Tridividitals Is ere more W combined than 


in any diher ſoclat Conmettion e * whatev 7. Intereſt 


therefore Is a true and Proper nl of. . 
Fricnidſh wp. - a7: > 22111 i N 22 5 . ; 7 5 1 75 112 
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N 8 . 5 Similarity of Sentiment, Temper, and 
. Manners there may be, in the general, among the ſeve- 
„ 2 ral Members of a a F amily, a thouſand trivial .Circum- 


5 . ſtances will daily ariſe , and ſome perhaps of a ſerious 


ZE" 16 Kiad, -about which they vill be differently. winded. 


| s „ xo Jos we know. Difference of Opinion, among Man- 
3 : | kind at large, | too often creates Diſlike, ſometimes Pal. 
5 . Hon, yea, and more than this, Diſguſt, and in ſome In. 


„ | flances. downright Malevolence. But a cordial eſta- 
e - bliſhed, 4 prevailing | F riendſhip, will either wholly. pre- 

C0 Hons or in a great Meaſure correct, theſe Evils. Love 
*. | n remove Prejudice , annihilate ſome Faults, or at 
Veil over them. In a good - natured Fa. 
. mily A "thouſand little Miſtakes that are daily commit- 
„ : d will pafs unnoticed ; and with good Reaſon, as they 
© RL REM are of trifling Conſequence , and none of them the El. 


By 8 85 feet of III Wil. Here i is no eagle eyed Cenſor, male- 


* | volemly obſerving every Adtion i in Order io fix Cri- 
- ically upp it it. Or if LADY | One 3 is guilty « of a Faul 


5 : | 1 £ . A. 5 A 2 

33 .F Friendſhip 1 will quickly find : an Excule for &, and it 
x © „„ 5 $-% * > { 

F | villbe: As quickly | forgot. 5 Th 
TI Ss = Tr Bs Wert 


„„ The indulgent "es af Parents will comnive a 


„ 
be," > Ya Follies. of Children that PET need Wor 
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Fare one of it. 2 
ly tolerate the unmeaning Errors of their Servants. 
Or if the Miſtake be of a Kind that unavoidably ex- 
cites ſudden. Paſſion and Diſpleaſure, Love vill reſtrain 
theſe halty Sallies of Anger, repreſs the Heat, and 
almoſt inſtamly. Rill che Texpeſt into a Calm. At 


all Events, however, we may, ſure the Effedt will not 


— —— 


* alt and Hatred. The Sun vill never go dawn 
| 2 Wrath of the Father, nor will the tender 
3 of the Mother harbour Reſeniment. The 

ildren, ſenſible of their Faults, will not be ealy. till 
they : are at Peace ; Duty and Love will ſtream from 
theit Eyes, and i ingenuous Sorrow confirm the Friend- 
ſhip that was only ſhook, but not broken. Such will 
be the Caſe too, between all the other Branches of the 
Family.: H-will & Revenge wilt rankle in none of their 
Breaſts, and if at any Time a Difference has ariſen, 


| each Party will he unhappy till they are again recon- 


ciled': the Younger ſubmitting themſelves to the El- 
der; yea, all of them ſubject One to another.” 9 


kar _ what is domeſtic Friendſhip good for, 
auer theſe Effects? Although we 

ald 8 ome general Regard to ſubſiſt amon 
the Members of à Family towards each other, yet 1 
that Regard had little or ao Influence to correti Pee- 
viſhnels , t@ meliorate Obſtinacy, to reſtrain Paſſion, 
and to prevent Prejudice and Diſguſt, how could they 
be happy? Sulken Reſerve would ſpread a Gloom 
rough the whole, Mauſion, or SOT. anden did- 
uy the oh 8 of i It, yy . / Een 


5 
1 ä 3 ö "EEE 1 5 trel 
Ce Fol re ie A 
Des + 76 On the ſame Subjed. „% 


33 of it l, contigged ; ; with 'DireQtions for it. tion 


rat ien il. 6. : «He is the God det 8 aaketh Men 
5 io be of one Mind in an Houſe.” » 


? 1 "> — ; + po ; ! f 


Ane already 3 ſome of the —.— Ways The 
whereby « God maketh Men to be of one Mind in an fl fit 
Houſe,” [viz.] Relation, Charatter, Vicinity, and In are: | 
| tre, | procee 

., Secondly, Bn Jim Sf the e Sith 
pleaſing. Expreſſions of domeſtic Friendſhip. The N 
firſt eg already as e is Forbearance. But, in it 

adiy, Another very natural and i Important; 'Expreſ- MW {ii 

Gon of domeſtic Friendſhip, is, SrugarRy. By Sym- WW To 
palhy we bere mean feeling one another Troubles; and 1 

| for of our. Joys 1 we ſhall ſpeak hereafter. | OT, 4 from 5 
No) s chis is Temper we owe to all our Fellow. erea- 
ares, but more eſpecially to our Friends. Friendſhip, W "30 

: united with Humanity, impels us by a Kind of. Ioſtin 


e We do not apt to-reaſon Ty the 
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Expreſſions of 1. 2 52, 17 


Matter, but ;nftantly upon ſeeing our Friend in Diſ. 

treſs, we are affected | juſt as he is. The Pungency of 

our Feelings! is the Reſult of a Combination of Cauſes, 
ſuch as Tenderneſs of animal Nature, a lively Percep- 
tion of the Evil we eommiſerate, ardent Love to the 
Suffercr, aud ai Apprehetifion of our own Liableneſs 
td the ſame Miſcries. - And the Effect is important ib 
the Perſon who is the Objett of our Pity, even though 
ve habe it not in out Power to afford him aftual Relief. 
The Tears of Sympathy are very conſoling to the At- 
lifted, for by polleſling him of the Idea that Others 
are ſenſible of what he feels, and are diſpoſed to aſſilt _ 


him, they excite a plealing Senſation in his Breaſt, * 


ſooth his ruffled Paſſions, and N bus Mind to 25 
Suuation. 


No domeſtic Society , if thal Fricndſhip prove 
5 in it, will exhibit to bur View the molt artleſs, and af. 
preſ- eling Exprellions of the Virtue hete tecomniended. 
ym- To realize Tone of theſe tender Scenes will both edify 
ples; aid pleaſe, There i is not a Family on Earth exempt 
n 


from Ain. Pain and Diſtreſs, in ſome Form or 
other, have Accbli td every Habitation, to the Manſi- 


Nik ons of the Great, as well as to the Cottages of the Poor. 
nina 18 that Occaſions for Sympathy frequently ariſe. _ 
as Is the Hulband laid on a Bed of Sickneſs ? The 
ole Wiſe will whe + attend him, and tenderly and affeRti. 
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onately aſſiſt him. Do Griefs and Troubles befal him? 
hatever are his Cares and Anxieties, unboſoming his 


. Saul to her, he will have the Comfort of her tender 
 iympathetic Addreſs, and the A ſſiſtance of her ſoothing 


affectionate Couuſels. And the, again, in the like 
Circumltances , will not fail of receiving the like Re- 
gards from him. The one Party ſtriving to alleviate 
the ather's Burden, by bearing it with him, and to give 


a more eaſy Flow to the other's Sorrows » by turning 


his own into the ſame Channel. 

The Wants attendant on Infancy and Childhood 
are ſure io excite maternal Sympathy. And the Feel- 
"ings of the Father for the Diſtreſſes of his Children, 
though not expreſſed in the lame ſoft and delicate Man- 
ner, are yet no leſs pungent and affecting. And I 
domeſtic Friendſhip prevails in all its Force, 
Children will richly. retura into the Boſoms of — 
afflited Parents the Tribute of Sympathy, they fo 
largely received from them in their early Days. The 
Difquictudes, Pains, and Languors of declining Age 
they will attenuate by Commiſeration, making fimilar 
Returns of filial Affection, when, Affliction woman's 
ſuch Returns at their Hands. 

The younger Branches alſo will «love as Brethren, 


vill be pitiful and courteous , tender-hearted , having 
| Compaſſion one of another,” Nor will even the inſe- 


rior 
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2852, 19 
re any Trouble without the ſea- 
ſonable Aid of friendly Commiſeration, But, | 
The Troubles of the Mind are more diftreſſing than 
any other ; *a wounded Spirit who can bear? ? 
Now here, if Religion prevails in a Family, uch f 
Affliction, when it is known, and ſoon perceived i it will 
be, n a Famdy where mutual Friendſhip reſides, it will 
not fail to meet with the tetidereſt Sympathy; ; : and eve- 
ty healing Medicine which human Reaſon can deviſe, | 
or Chriltianity afford, will be poured-in to mitigate 
and remove it, Trouble is leſſened by being divided, 'S 


and Sympathy is a Cordial to the afflited when all o- 
ther Medicines fall. 


But beſides the great Outlines 4 human Kue ſuch 
4 Sickneſs, Poverty, worldly Perplexities, and ſpiritu- 
il Troubles: there are a'thouſand leffer Cares, Pains 
and Sorrows, which daily <all for the lenient Aid of 
Sympathy. This Expreſſion therefore of domeſtic 
friend ſtup will ſcarce ever he quieſcent in this State. 
If Care fits 02 the Brow of one, it will communicate 
alto another, dil the Occaſion is Explored, and the 
Cauſe removed; If any one is unhappy, the Happi- 
neſs of all will be affected by it. In ſhort, the Mecha- 
nin of domeſtic Friendſhip -refembles that of the hu- 
man Body 3if but a Nerve is touched, the Senſation | 

i ftantly- communicated to ie n Part: org by 


| 


| liule Account. 2 
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like a maical Jaltrament nt, if but One Chord receives a 

Jar the Melody, of the Whole will bel broken. 
Adly, Another Expreſſion of domeſtic Friendſhip 

is ASSISTANCE. —» A. Friendſhip tha: does not influence 

Men's AQions , however 1 profeſſed, is by of 


. 


Various are the Duties 1 we ke here A on in 
each Department of the Family Connection. 

"The Maſter, or Head of the, Family, will be employ. 
ed in his] proper Way and Profeſſion for their general 
Subliſtence. His Authority as a Ruler within bis 


Houſe will be prudently and wildly exerciſed , for the 


Purpoſe of promoting Peace, good Order, and mutual 


| Benevolence. Nor will he be unmindful of their beſt 
Intereſt; theſe will be the Objects of his zealous At- 


tention and ardent; Prayers to.God for them. To hold 
them back from Sin, to cheriſh in their Breaſts the ear- 
ly, Seeds of, Piety, and to aid them in their Path to 
Heaven, will be the 9 and Joy of bis en. 

eee eee, oon, (v) ill preſide 
or. «He Affen af the e wu nne and Nik 


f f * 'f "21 
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. The e eee 40 will be 1 


7 ed about ſueh Works:of Art, or ſuch: literary Purſuits, 
às are ſuited to their Age, and will render them ſervice- 


8 4 


. 1 Prov. XXXi1, 26—28, WA C0 able 
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able to the Family, as well as qualify them to be uſeful 


Members of Society : whillt', in the inferior Depart- 
ments, every one, agreeable to their proper Characters, 


will be affifting to the whole. So that the various 
Wants of all will be regularly and conftanily ſerved by 


reciprocal Offices of Duty and Love. 


_ «bly, I mercourſe or Cool Is the next Ex- 
preſſion of domeſtic Friendſhip to be conlidered. He 


The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in giving us: 2 


hy 


Power of i communicati ng to each other the Sentiments 


and Feelings of our Hearts, c cannot be enough admired 
and acknowledged. Nor is there any Connection i in 


which 72 Wer may | be exerted with, ſuch Advan- 


1 Br” 7095 
- * 7 E 
0 8 


4 


diffuſing conſtantly athouſand Joys to them. Regard 
o Cod will ſecure their Diſcourſe. from. indecent 
Levity, and good Senſe will ſtamp Dignity an it. 
On de contry, when they who preſide affebt, 
through a miſtaken Idea of their Authority, a haughty 
magilterial Addreſs, more adapted to extort Homage 
than to eoneiliate Affection; and when they who. ſhould 
obey | wa; Moroſcaels and Reſerve. with all their 


Expte 


ol it are 


ab and religious, & wAl de dhe happy Medium of 


ons of Reſpect and Duty, how great is hy” k 
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252, 22 Family- Friendſhip, 
in a Dwelling where Pride and Ill. nature have given 
ſuch a Caſt to the familiar Intercourſes of it. 
But it is not the paſſing Intercourſes of a Moment 
that we have here chiefly a Regard to. F requent Op- 
portunities of continued Diſcourſe return, at Hours 
of Receſs from Buſineſs, when, in a Family of Love, 
_ domeſtic Pleaſures will be enjoyed in the amplelt and 
moſt endearing Manner ; diſcourſing with Eaſe and 
Cheerfulneſs, unembarraſſed with Modes and Forms, 
and free from the painful Reſtraints of Jealouſy and 
Reſerve. Every one contributes his Quota either of 
ſolid Reaſoning, pertinent Obſervations, or agreeable 
Wit and . Sentiments aud Paſſions alike 
| ing and endearing are mutually exchanged; and 
al,, from this rational and delightful F 
are made wiſer, better, and happier. 
© The ſtated Exerciſes, too, of Religion in ſuch a 
Family, may very well be conſidered as Expreſſions of 
domeſtic Friendſhip, as well as Devotion towards God. 
Religion has a mighty Influence in forming Friend- 
ſhips, and adding Strength and Permanence to them. 
* * The pious  Effuſions of a devout Heart in ſocial 
Prayer and Praiſe are not only acceptable to God, but 


1 8 have a ſoothing, benevolent, and uniting Effect in Re- 


gatd of thoſe who concur. in ſuch Adds of Religion. It 


vithout 


3 ſor Men to chat in ſuch ſolemn Services 


" Duxpeettions of is © W 23 
en i without feeling that they love one another, and bei 


thoroughly diſpoſed to tender each other * an the __; 
Offices in their Power, l 


Add to this, that particular. ben are hin 
formed in Families, which open the Way to a Freedom 
of religious Diſcourſe ſcaree to be expeted in a larger 
Company. The Religion of the Heart is of a thy; 
modeſt; and reſerved Complexion; i it retires from pub: 
lie View, and, in many Inſtances , can hardly be pre. 
vailed on to diſcloſe itſelf to bofam Friends. But 
& is always dhe Cafe (as commanded'by Moſes *) that 
the Head of a Family and the feveral Members of it, 
as their Duty is, can be more free with one angther on 
theſe Mauers; than with any befides. And the Effect 
of ſuch Freedom to ſalve their mutual Doubts, alleviate 
their Troubles, heighten their Joys, and unite their Af. 
ſections, is very conſiderable. Friendſhips of this Sort 


have been produlłtive of the greateſt Good. Virtue 
has thus in 4 Ms ful": Nan drawa rom CO 


ER rao wat entarged: vage gens d 
Youth: -propared for important Services in Life. N "3 o 

'Lattly, The laſt Expreſſion of r e Frindhip io 51M 
i, een br vnd ashes Welfare. C 4 
Where Love prevails, there is an Union of Imre 5 \ i 
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Sorrows of one Party, are felt by the other : «they are 
the joint Stock of both. In a Family, therefore, of 


Love, the Pains and Pleaſures of every Individual, are 


in continual Circulation among them. And, 


As we have obſerved of the former, that they are 


alleviated, fo it is true of the latter, that they are heigh. 


tened by being communicated. It is impoſſible that 


| each one ſhould have a hearty Affection for the other, 


and not be gratified by. my MR Circumſtance 
that turns in their, Favour. I 


Here Imagination 1 3 e aig | 


Scenes io our View, for the Illuſtrauon of this Subject. 
If Proygence , for Iuſtance, ſmiles on the prudent 
Schemes and honeſt Labours of the wiſe Director of 
the Family, and pours a rich Variety of Wealth into 
his Habitation; the Effect is not only felt in the liberal 
Supply which every Branch of the F amily receives, 


but in the Cheerfulneſs that appears in all their Coun- 
tenances. Penury driven from the Door, and with it 


the Anx ieties it occaſions, Joys ſucceed which are the 
common Lot of all. If any One of them, brought- 
down by Sickneſs to the Gates of Death, is reſtored to 
| „ how do they all rejoice in the happy Event? 


- In a Word, If any ' fortunate Turn takes- place in 
the Family, if any new Alliance is'made, or other de- 
— _ Seulement n or Reſormation whatever; 

. 5 (ee 
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(i.e) if any Bleſſing temporal or ſpiritual attend them, 
the grateful feſtive Sound is heard, and they all rejoi ice 


with one Conſent in their united Welfare. 
But beſides theſe more conliderable Inſtances of the 


divine Favour and Goodneſs, which create general 
Pleaſure in a Family, there are Joys of a leſſer Kind 
which are in continual Circulation - agreeable Feel. 
ings, excited by their mutual pleaſant Looks , cheerful 


Words , and good-natured ARions. When all are 


aiming to baniſh Melancholy, and to make one ano- 


ther happy, and the ſalutary Aim is every Moment to 


be read in their Countenances, Geſture, and Language; 
it is impoſſible that the Apprehenſion of this ſhould 
fail of creating Pleaſure in each Boſom. And thus 
Pleaſure accumulates on Pleaſure, and all is the Re- 


ſult of this domeſtic Friendlhip, which the God, Who 


maketh Men to be of one Mind in an gene chus 
iucreaſes and confirms among them. 5 


Having thus conſidered the Grounds, and enumera- 


ted ſome of the many 3 nnn of e 
Fami [ am now, -. 

"Thirdly, To fubjoin « a er Direftions for the pro- 
moting this Good. will in a Family towards each other. 
iſt. Let the Intereſt of the Whole be preferred to 


that of a Part. This Principle, founded in the trueſt 


Reaſon, ſhould be regarded | io all, RG eſpecially do- 
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252, 26 Family-Friendſhip, 
meſtic Conneftions. The Inteteſt, at leaſt the imagi. 
nary Intereſt , of One in a Family often claſhes with 
the Welfare of the whole. This is the Caſe when an 
Individual is ſet upon gratifying his Paſſion for perſonal 


_ Eaſe, Pleaſure, and Emolument ; and declines all active 


and painful Exertions for the general Good. Such 
Conduct vill moſt certainly prove a great Obſtrudtion 


to their joint Happineſs. On the contrary , if the 


Maxim here obſerved, be duly regarded, and Indivi- 

duals exert all their Ability to promote their common 

Welfare, the general Happineſs will be augmented. 
2dly. Let the Affairs of the Family be conducted 


with Regularity , and every One not only know his 


proper Station, but be contented with it. 
x As Tranquillity, Peace , Contentment, and Happi- 
nels are Ideas intimately conneRted with Friendſhip, ſo 


whatever tends to promote theſe Pleaſures is of Uſe to 


ſtrengthen and confirm the Band of domeſtic Union. 


In all Societies there are Buſineſſes of various Kinds 
to he tranſacted. Every One has his Department of 
Service, and upon a due Attention to it depends not- 
only the Proſperity of the Whole, but the Comfort of 
every Individual. So it is in Families. Each has his 
Department, and no One ſhould invade the Province 


of another. There is a Rule for every Matter, and a 
Seaſon for every Purpoſe; and nothing proſpers that is 


done 


.DireQions for it. 25 2, 27 
done out of either. A Houſe, divided againſt itſelf, 
cannot ſtand.” Sedition in theſe lefler as well as larger 
Communities, is often the Fruit of Mal. adminiſtration 
in thoſe whole Buſineſs it is to govern, and of Sloth 
and Difcoment in thoſe whoſe Duty it is to obey. The 
Effects of which mult be ——— F en and Neu 
in. This ſeads us, 
2AMy, To another Duty — head, 
The endeavouring to get the Command of our Tem- 
pers. Self. government is of the laſt C onſequence to the 
Welfare of Society in general, and to a Man's own per- 
ſonal Honour and Happineſs i in particular. But we 
are here ſpeaking of it in Reference to domeſtic Peace | 
and Friendſhip. Suppoſe Self-conceit and Obſtinacy 
to prevail in a Family, how tremendous muſt be the 
Effect! Each One, fully perſuaded he is right, will at 
all Events have his Way. And what the End muſt be, 
no one can be at a Loſs to determine. The Spark kin- 
dles into a Flame, the Flame ſpreads thro the Houſe, 
and if Prudence and Good-nature do not immediately 
interpoſe to check i its 5 ab e a total and terrible 
Conflagration enſues. | 
Friendſhip is hs: generous Offipring of Wiclom, 
Humazity , and Religion. It is a Plant ol tender 
Growth, and mult. be culuvated with Attention and 
Care, Sincere and prudent. Friends, therefore, will 
oy: Vol. X. | | FE, ſce 


* 
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ſee it their Intereſt to ſubmit to one another in wany 
Points wherein their Judgments differ. They will 
ſubmit upon the wiſe and ſalutary Principle, that, 
though the Meaſure is wrang, the Inconvenience of it 


| had better be endured than a good Underſtanding 


;hazarded. The Reaſon is as ſtrong in Families, as 


every One's obſtinately adhering to his own Pleaſure, 


may be infinitely detrimental to the Happineſs of the 
Whole. Whereas, a Habit of yielding, if mutull, 
will beget ſuch cordial Love, as no Diſcord can ſub. 
due. Such Conduct will bind more firwly than the 
ſtrongeſt Cords of Rigour and Authority. But at the 
ſame Time it ſhould be carefully remembered, that 


the Age, Charatter „and Station of thoſe who preſide 


- entitle their Opinion upon every Matter to greater Re- 
ſpea1 than that of an Inferior. Iodeed, the Peace of a 


Famil y requires, in moſt Caſes, 3 an abſolute Submiſſion 


to their Opinion , when ſuch Submiſſion i is inüilted on. 


And we may add, that the miſtaken Opinion of Supe- 


| riors, in moſt Inſtances, ought. rather to be acquieſced 
in, thao the Authority of the Houſe Arn its Order 


deranged, and i its Tranquility invaded , Thexfore, | 
Laſtly, We ſhould make Religion our grand Ob- 
jet. | The' favourable: AſpeR which Religion bears to 


domeſtic Friendſhip mult ſtrike the moſt ſuperficial 
Obſerver. , Nor do we know where to begin or where 


Directions for it. 25 25 29 


do end, when we attempt to diſplay its Excellencies in 
their Reference to the Matter before us. It teaches 


us, that God is Love, , that that Man was formed for So- 


ciety, that Diſunion is oue of the main Evils reſulting 
from our Apoſlacy, that our Saviour came down from 
Heaven 10 reconcile us not onhy to God but to one 


another , to create Peace on Earth and Good - will a- 
mong Men, to break down che middle Wall of Partition 
between us, and to make thoſe who had been Strangers 
and Foreigners to each other, Fellow. citizens & Mem- 
bers of the Houſehold of God. Theſe great Truths it 
holds up to our View, poſſefling us of every poſſible 
Argument to diſſuade us from Wrath, Bitterneſs, and 
Malevolence, and of every imaginable Motive to dif- 
poſe us to the Practice of Forbearance , Gentleneſs 
and Love. It remonſtrates againſt our angry Paſſions 


and pleads with our tender and focial Feelings, by the | 


Bowels of Chriſt and all that matchleſs Love which in- 
duced him to endure the greateft evils, in Order to re- 
ſtore io us chis greateſt Good. It preſents us with 


the nobleſt Examples o Families in earlier. and later | 


Times, which hate been rendered truly happy, and 


have acquired no ſmall Honour, by paying a due Al- | 


tention 'to/its: facreth Dictates. Aud having thus en- 
tertained us here on Earth, it condufts us to the fair 
u 61 where Cod dbe Father dwells, . of 


whom 


252, 30 Family - Friendſhip, 
whom the whole Family in Heaven and Earth is na. 
med; and where the General Aſſembly. and Church 
of the Firſt· born are all united in the Bands of 05 
hip, never more to be diſſol ve. 

Nature and Religion are, in this Reſpeft as well as 
every other, in perfect Harmony with each other. The 
Dodrines and Precepts of Holy Writ all tend to pro. 
mote Peace on Earth, and Good-will among Men; 
but they bear an AſpeR peculiarly favourable to the 
Intereſts of domeſtic Life, which is the Baſis of all Os 
ther ſocial Connections. 6 

And this Agreement bene the One nnd he Other, 
is no inconſiderable preſumptive Evidence of the Truth 
of Revelation. He therefore who enters into the Spirit 
of this ſacred Volume, inſtead of diſuniting theſe ſweet 
and pleaſing Bands of Society, will find bimſelf diſpo- 
ſed to enlarge and ſtrengt 

Fouds;. ˙²³¹b 159 
I hall Aste the Whole * this Reflefion, [viz] 

That the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of divine Providence 


is truly viſible in ſo diſpoſing things, as that Men ſhould 


be naturally and almoſt neoeſſarily led into the Enjoy- 
ment of this great Bleſſing of domeſtic Friendſhip. 


Man was made for Society, and Friendſhip is the 


nobleſt Joy of human Life. It is the Duty and In- 
tereſt of all to love one another, and were the original 
| 4 "ROO 


1 them. emma of his | 
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Dittates of Nature on this Point, duly attended to, 
Malevolence and Contention would have no Exiltence 
in the World. But alas! the Complaint i is too true, 


that there is little Friendſiiip among Mankind at large. 
Domeſtic Connections however . , depraved as human 
Nature d, oblige Men by a Kind of Necelfity to be 


friendly to each other. And though there may poſſib- 
ly be many Houſes where Strife hath expelled Friend- 
ſhip, yet there are ſome Habitations, where it reigns in 
all its Glory, and there is the Appearance of it in molt. 

Now this is owing to that wiſe Arrangement of 
Providence we have been conſidering. |. God has ſu 
formed Men as that they cannot ſubſiſt otherwiſe than 


in domeſtic Connections. Theſe Relations are the | 


Fruit of his Will and Appointment : and tending , as 

they direAly and powerfully do, to the great Oben 
of uniting in the moſt harmonious Bands the ſeveral 
Members of it, they afford a ſtriking Proof of his in- 


finite Benignity. Thus has he alleviated the Evils in- 


cidenr to human Life, and mingled Cheerfulneſs and 
Pieaſure with the Toils and Troubles Men are def. 

lined to endure in their Journey chrough this World.” 
Every thing, therefore, which tends to derange this 
original Conſſitution of Nature, is highly offenſive tw. 
Cad, and big with the moſt fatal Miſeries to Men. 
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Property, or at leaſt rendering the Poſſeſſion of them 


inſecure and precarious, is an Offence againſt the fu. 
preme Will and Authority of God. Both prophane 


aud ſacred Hiſtory have told us, in Characters written 


with Blood, what Deſtru gion hath been made on the 


Peace and Happineſs of domeſtic Life, by an inſatiable 
Luſt of Power: Couages, by this Means, have been 
diſlodged, the Manſions of the more Wealthy torn from 
their Foundations „Families . and vo very 


Names obliterated; 


All chat Conduct, 3 in Individuats ail nds 


A Relations which God hath eſtabliſhed, to ſet 
ſimilar Characters at Variance, to confound the Inte- 


reſts, and diſturb the Repoſe of Families, and thereby 


io increaſe and magnify human Evils, is highly crimi- 
nal, and will not fail, as the Scriptures aſſure us, to 


bring down the righteous J udgments of Heaven on 


thoſe who are impenitenily guiky of it. 


Let us then be perſuaded to contribute all i in our 
8 to the promoting that Union among F amilies 
bere on Eanh, which is both à pleaſing Emblem and 


happy Omen of that everlaſting Friendſhip, which 
hall be enjoyed: by all the Family of God, in the 
Houſe which their F ather hath Ra aol for them 1 in 


the Kingdom of Heaven. O). way 
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CT and Cowardice in general. _ 
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cet, in which we < might explain the Defect and 
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Imbecility of Miad, would be too extenſive an Un. 
dertaking td be confHnaed within" che Limits of 2 
ſingle Diſcourſe , fo as to diſtinguiſh i It in every its 


Deviation from the Paths , , whether of Self-honour 
or Intereſt ; or of more exrbffive Friendly or ſocial 
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Sem or of Fi. 
Velity to the State, » or, laſtly; of Duty to Godt in 
all, and every of Which, we might delineate and 


; £baradteriſe it with no mall. Dilplay of Oratory 


0d Elocution. — But. 

„ Tbo thus copious in Matter sf Explicatioa 
mewing the Progreſs, and ill Effect of it, which 
Are real Arguments agaiaft it, 4 hall not. treat of, 
s largely as might be ; - Yet, that, whilſt diſſua- 
diag from a faiat and mean Cowardice on the one 


Bend we, may pot be preſuc 
'Foolk-hardinefs , On the other, i it may be necefſary, 
525 por. prolix, yet to be ſomewhat t 2 in the 


1 cription, of i it. 25 Aud Bere, . ö 
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Comardice may be briefly deficed, 4 "AR 
= ving-up. Matters thro Irreſolution and Fe car, which 
TN io many, Caſes, the Dory, ; and reaſonable Office 
* every Man to maintain.” 5 

* According, to this Definition, Tn the Affurs of 
comb, 1 ife, a Coward, (the Main of faint Spirit,) 


| however neceſſary or reaſonable any Matter may be, 
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tues of Self-denial in every Inflance, und of manly 


* courage to Mchſtand Tempeations; and Sins of al! 


Sorts, cannot be expected from him but he remains 


hich 4 Prey to Calamity, and Diſgeace, to Torment ind 
N of Vexation, as not havieg'Strengrh: nor Re ſolutioa to 


il. withſtand and overcome the farmer, that he might 
. ad hot be confumed of the latter; and thus becomes 
1 both a Sinner and a Sufferer, at ance and together. 


an, hardy, of him who riſkes his Life for mere Trifles, 
the end * cuſbes like che Hopſe into che Bartle," - em- 


mite things diſhonourabte; that he may be account - 


ed a Man of Honour, with: thoſe uhoſe Actions ate 
a'Difgrace to human Nagu 
Gain, — Arend re "a 
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Difficulty | attends b 


ra Reference · to his Duty towards Gee the wn 


cl Oppoſite to This, is the Cheracter of the Fol- 


„beeaks the Laus for 


| Sithe Order eee Pra- 
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Between theſe Two; lies the Virtue we would te- 
Amend mad the ee in which. ve ſhauld w walk, 


neither faintly yielding up Matters, whether of Duty 


Honour, or Intereſt, that we ought to defend ; not 
fophſhly running into Hazzard and Danger, ben 
Qiere was no Cauſe for incurring it. 
The ill Effects of not quſerying. chis due Me. 
alum comes now, 
II. To be conſidered, hieb 1 Gat here inte 
wade the following; Particulars, .- 
"It, As it provokesJofults,+ 
ad ly. Debars Improvement, both U rica 
me — And, Sa ; 
„ 39ly- Briogs Cal; mitie por MY — - And, 
e 18 As it, provokes Injuries aud laſults. Sho 5 5 
cs the Nature of Man. js not ſo ſublimated 
-and2--refined-3 , to follow the DiQates. of Reaſon - 


| the juſt Extent and 
ed, but that ſome 


Sublime of it, it is not tos 


Men will deviate from the Rules of exact Juſtneſs, 


undd where they: ſee an Opportunity for the Exerciſe 
ofthe Malignity of their Temper: there mare en- 


peedingly to eure iſt llt. 
boy 1 * duch man- much 5 
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NON Propriety ef them; but oaty obſerve. 
how common they we; 200 what Reaſon: nt 
45d, is particylas, hath, to expe& che Regetitias of 
gn laſult „ben abe v id v properly reſeated, 
(ie) if it be a Matecr of Treſpaſs, & cagnizable by - 
the Law, we. do nat praſecute it a ſuch.» or if a 
Lic , we do nat vindicate ourſelyey by. the Truth. 
io the Diſgrace of che malicious debeo. 7 

This is the Way whereia we are to ſhow. aucſelvey' 
det fainc· hearted ; and by: thus viadicatiag Urs, 
ſelves , we ſhall ſhame thole who ſpeak. evil af us; 
agd ſhall receive., if not. favr-fald , yet Juſtice and 
2 dug Reparation for aoy Injury that is one us: and 
he that bath doge ie, will do ir na mare.” = Bat, 
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Acobruiag to FRY Definition, en pivea,) of - 
Favhenrtednefy it Cowntdice; that it cannot take 
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ä the Birch, by daſtardly Efforts, & comedy we 
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4 more Strength, than good Will to uſe it, and we A 
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_nicacies which, in chi Life , attend upon Cowardice, 
poverty is almoſt a beeefſary and never: failing At- 
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our on Experience aud Obſervation do ſo eaſily &- 
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Contempt. His Fortune is ronſumed. Diſorder, 
3 »& Embarcalweng, mack his whole. Sitp- 
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Times, how muſf it be, * in the Diy'of Advetticy,” 

ves ! bere the Strength of him who is'faint-hearted, will 
ice, de but [mall indeed ; if he could but fearce exist 
At- when all "was Peace andi afflucut 2 bout him; how 
cre If vill be be overwhelmed? ben the Current id in 
ery thing againſt him'; 1 dhe hath naturally nd 
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his Cale is deplorable indeed, '- How different from 
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Fell ; we ate perpltnt „ but not in Diſpalr ; pen. 
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poſſible: „There is a;Lion in the, Way,- 2 Lion 
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Diſpair of Succeſs, or the frequent Failures of irreſ0. 
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pn” ter or —— e have, all;of uns Jamewhat to-read, 
 *© olten make themſelves Wings: n fy a: 
3 ae The med Health may, in «Moments be 
E ,/  _ Shakes. The most Hovriſhing Family ny n 
, "The Appeatanc: 

1 ty are frequently $a ot and when thic ngs ecm 
J erte and | Crepe fadden Deſolution cometh, 
. the real Situstion of Man in this World; 
E- | -- aw who flatters himſelf with an oppoſite View 
E | bY of biz State, od lives in the Paradiſe of Fools. 0 
JJ * - Situation , no Quality i is. more requilits 
3 . hey Conſtancy , or Forcicude of Mind; a Quality 
3 185 which the Apoſtle appears, from the Exhortation in 8 
. the Text, t to. have poſſeſſed ig an eminent D, * 
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| Oi Chriſtian Forte, a _ 7 
le is fo2ardina} a Feint in the moralFabick; that 
the Philoſophers have ſometidiies q in che Way of 
Eainence, called it by the general Title of Virus 
itſelf, It i is, jadeed , offcotial. to the Sypport of all 
ou per and is moſt neceflary to. be acquired. by 

de who wiſhes to diſcharge ' with, Fidelicy 
oO Duties of bis Station. Jr is the Armour of the 
Mind which will fit it for encountering. the Trials, 
and ſourmovating the Dangers ,.that are likely to. 


occur in the Courſe of Life. It may be thought, 


perhaps, to be Quali in ſome Meaſure, conftitu- 


tional ; dependent e mae of Nee nd 
St agth of S Spirits. e 8 1 b. 


-\ Tho'; parti, it i is 4. ene eee; vs iy 
it may alſo be acquired by Principle. nod: fortified 
by Reaſon ;. and it is only when thus acquired, and. 
thus fortified, that it can be eg g He the 


R aracter of Virtue,” Ke 564 * e et Fo 2 8 
ricade is oppoſed, 7 all de to Trad, 


Te eln on, a feeble, and wavering Spirit. It is 
placed, like, other Virtues, in the MIDDLE , between 
T7 Extremes ſtanding at an equal Diſtance from 


1 Gael the one Hand, and from . 


254 Cowardice, « an the other. : 155 55 3 
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exciſe of ie, = And Firſt, 5 o 1 
Many and or have been the Commendation 
of the Philoſophers on it; bur ir was their great | De- 
f<&, or rather, a DefeR of the only Lebt that they 
enjoyed „that they koew "not how to aſcertain 
the preciſe Notion of it. it. T cir Want of a propet 
Knowledge of the ſupreme Good of Man, of the 
great End of his Being, and his juſt Hopes in Futu- 
rity, leſt them in Darkneſs to diſtinguiſh', or in 
Doubt to determine, ho far particular Events were 
real Evila , and i in "her" bee * were co Aa 
enen e 0 753 
Revelation has e e us; in «de. 25 1 as 
1 other Particulars; or rather, if chere be any our 
Point, ia whictirexcels/alt others in Perſpicuĩty & 
Tiens en, ir may reaſotably be applied to ite Im- 
Pfiorewebt of this * Virtue, it has, beyond all the 
rt, thewn what 1 is true fottitude, and opened a 
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"clearer and better Foundation for Cifuiſtiy in parti» 


cular laſtances, than ahy other ot porn Deli 
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tegulate Vor! ars 5 dad vr acting wem 55 | 5 
ax, his taught 68 te un 5 
event the Miſapplication of them. $44 ike —_ 
Te Apoitle,in — wn rd} Extior.. 
tat ion in the Words before us, and Enumeration of | 
Particular following, hath rightty grounded it; 
Let us, {ſays he,) be ſtrong in the Lord, and in 
b . ;Power of. has Lacs e the: "—_ 
” „Kha an infleuGbiew oeh n a ritelt Ai 
tion, and we ſnall have Occalion' to refer to it in our 
diſcourſing on the Nature, the'Þ t ys __ the oy 
vantage of the Virt tue before us. n 
The Nature of it ie the Hrſt beide w be tmc 
wad. the ſirſt Obſervatipn/ towards it may be, chat 
tho it bea ſirung Hope and Conſidenee in God; dt 
das nat therefore: imply lata. * an dann 5 
Want of all; can. i en 
7 2 e of che Wards theaelveso, indeed; b 
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daun eee eee Ange great- 
er the Dangers, the greater eonſequently' muſt be 
dur Fear of:chom:,0 whether ſpiritual: ortemporal z 
md [che more ſiran gl muſt we be elad ia this Ar» 
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Works ; 5 by eee Exciepation of it by his 
Lars, He bas only, as in othet laſtantes, required 
ſomething on our Part, to compleat the Deſign ; & 
boch leſt us d out own free Will in the Uſe of his 
Bits, preſcribing only ſuch an Lſe of them a8 may 
anſwer their original Deſige, ahd ſerve our further 
- Advantage.” It is One of the many. laſtances of our 
Probation, and capable, according to the different 
_—— ny deancing 5 ot 


tural, beiog inferted in derm = Hens "ER Cre- 
#07, ſo the {ame wiſe Proyideace hath placed us in 
Situation which affords frequent Opportunities ſot 
the Exerciſe of it. We are. ſurrounded with ſuch 
dumerous Perils, from without , and betrayed'by ſo 
mY fallacious Infirmitics from within, that there 


V and. Joconlidera ate 25 3 5 9 d ee 
been prevent. ch | 1 


1 vs to lay abide our Fears, » « beneath 
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pity H ber vents, C74 Aiteets dn tb ws : 
of our Tru; A Wk We thobld not. 
only bin bur g thro Difficulties, like teaſonable 
A Mia dad enlightened 'Chiifians: Be firong i inthe 
Lard, and in the Power of his Might Tae uns 
joa the whole Armor of God, Ne. thit ye may be = 
able to waned * 8500 «vil a7; __ kaviah done 
all; to Lang; “ Fer 46: Fe Fas es . 
We mut tba then; is as this Bic. 
ſoa whilſt we ſoj cura in this tranſitury Werld': fr, 
befides irs proper Object, {he | Dread of the Al⸗ 
mighty,) ic has its proper Uſe io pr vent Däugtrs! 
and therefore is as neceſſary as the Deſire of Haßpi- 
peſs itſell. To be above the Power of it; ĩs 4 Privis _ 
lege above the State of Mortality; and, what is out 
of the Power of Man, can be n no. e eee | 
Wen — Ba fu | 
As the Virtue of Fortitude Ges not co chalet in 21 : 
Fiery tnſenſ{difey of all Fear; fo neithet does it pre- 
bloc Au A ppichenſion' of enter from human buman mai 
Powers, . | Co ES a e TeV. e N 
l een larger lo an d Err WF gaioft 
whea@uibfoferlig under them by timely Fore-light 
d canton: The: Peidciple of Self-prefervation 
will- make un trewthle av this Advante of ad imme 
. fmall, 3 'tho' 465 
on Sam. CLAXVIL $ Ed 8 moe 
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9 1 5 ciples to * beware of Men” - and further 
A a 8 they weee. erſecuted in one City, to fite unto aso · 
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ticude, qe, 


ol 1 wereby will prompe us to uf every Me- 
| OD dba which may obviate the Progreſs, or leſſen the 
0 „ of it. Even our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, 
VVV̈FFF 'who muſt be allowed ſufficiently to \ underſtand the 
dee Bounds and Limits of Duty, directed: his Dif. 


| beg 


3. 3 & confirined his Doctrine by his o Pattern. 
Bs - Ina ſuch Caſes Fear was as allowed: to work its pro- 
. | per Ef, (at hi) a proper Care 69 avgid the Evil 
\- * - | _ feared, — There is therefore neither Sin nor. Folly 
5 1 properly ſeeliag and applying this PaGon.,, | 
wie proceed; therefore, ton more particular De 
. 133 the Virtue jtſelf. And here. 
It does not, e fee, preclude all Senſe of Fear, e. 
+ temporal Dangers , but only guards againſt 
its to0-powerful Influence; Cr in en ol 
2 the higheſt 0 . 7 5 5 Fo 
5 „ be Wortes and trueſt Accoun 
N That it is a pradiical. Reſolution, * 1 vp © ws 


| Jutt Senſe of e our Duty and latereſt, whatever D Dif 
ME gemeente max; oppoſe EI ee 


1 15 ve were iofcsfible of Difficulties. before thei; 
__ Approach. we thauld be more likely.to fink under 
ET 1 Aſſault and, if ve could be further 
. an urnar Time, there would be 
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£50 tha rſelves, tho 3 little more ſenũble 
nd Let n totally mortai as the Beaſts that 


ur, r Lives, yet it would not be reaſ 
2 eee 
| Ag 4 


104 Tide to lortker k Exit rene 
„ | Ewhich Conſideration; |; u Digniry: to oer Being, 
e i in more onredſonable knowiagly' to ſend our: 
dees into the other World des as Errai&'vn 

TT 5 16 07 0115] Ws 6 
+ fas Creacute, therefore, AS Om 

| vi 7 Reaſon at preſedit, & has'Pretenfions ar leal 
| Jomortalicy, t hereafcer 5 every Steß which may 
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the Nature and Grdudds bf. Up 

giabls, and to deſerve no Alame j yet, I leiſt, it is 
contemptible, and merits no CSmmendg tion. 
But, in Truth, this Defect ef Reaſon, or this Pers 
feb of i ity is often, in 4 great Medfure, voluntary: 
2nd weak and inconſiderate” Men; filled with the 
Notion of the Glory of deſpiſic ag all Dangers at all 
Events, f have been lodbftfious to repreſs: all Re flee- 


tions which might awaken their Fears * moderate 


their Ficroeneſs. Aud. 
Tho this Extreme be not ſo Segal the other; 
yer it is ſometimes ſeen: and when a Man is arrived 
it it, he is qualified for: any deſperate Miſchicf ; he 
is in the High-road-to-his o Deſtruction, & bids 
fair to prove an Enemy to his Fxllow- creatures: In 
private Life he is'a dangerous. Ncighbour, as having 
no Fears to teſtraia him from che Proſecution of 
ſudden Paſſion , deep Reſentment ;unjuſk In tere ſta, 
any other vicious Motive whatever. And, in 
publick Life , a Pcſtilence has not made mere Ha, 
Ine and Deſtruction in a Nation » than an abſolute; 


dof Commander, vrimbved he any ny and unige 
PYurneeg” by any Reafon.” TUO me, n TEM 


1; is 12 + 


This Diſyobtian, the Philoſophers, who delighted 
LF placing. all Virtue in Mediocrity | , called the 


xcels,c of Fortitude ;*” "whereas, | it is in Truth ths 


| hy 17 N 


Defect of of the 1 principal IJagtedients in this 


Wies. ena, CI XXVII. The 
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F 1 be Forticude of I TER 
Giſt i in acting according to Reaſon, in formiag i im- 
partially a right Judgement of the Value of things, 
and ia exccuting ceſolutely che fincers Reſult of 
That Judgement. · And where there is a Failure in 
either of Theſe, chers is a DefeR in the Virtue, and 
we fall fo far ſhort of the D required of us in 
this Inſtance, — ladeed, .. 
The Whole of this Virtue . fs mo in a the 
ad; Application of it, that the ſame. outward 
Degree and App ce of it may ariſe from very 
_ viffrreac. — of Merit in different Perſons. 
Some find the greateſt, D ty in curbing their 
natural Fears: by the / vigorous. Exerciſe of their 
Reaſon; and ſome again feel che Proof of their Vir- 
tue to conſiſt in reſtraining by Principle the Im- 
petuoſity of their animal Spirits, ſo.as to admit of 
| any proper Proportion of Caution. - And, as there is 
_ thisDifference in natural Temper, ſo there is at leaſt 
| the ſane in ourward Situation Some are reſolute 


is runniag an Hazard, and encountring any Dif. 
ficulties, who cannot ſuſtaio. Calamitics when they 


iT * 


cell fall on them, but become abject in their Suf- 
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(rings, tho they are bold in their Enterprizes : 
Others are terrified with the Approach of Miſeries, 

bo pet 8 Ws the e behave with 
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| Ga; but it ic a calm, delihe rate, rational C 
yy Serm. CLAXVIL, 


he Native eedsacefl. 8 


Miagbagimity vader Misftrtones, dwg beir the Evil | 
itelf eres? Vee" thas 5 7 did ie eee 


of it. 1 0 £50 


idee is a Variety in FI Colts Arent 
Petkagsi; or even in the fare Perſons av different 


Times and the Reaſon bf it is, that much of that 
Intrepidity which paſſes in common for Fortitude, 
depends on the Conſtitution, on dne mess aden or 


pang W _— inſet: 2 a BH Bar 


ture of the: 1 tho enn oſten be 


a Felicity, 8 can never cone "adder — * 


ieee, 457 f 


b Fortitude, odaidiints — | Cardinal point of 
Morality does not conſiſt ja Nerves and Sine ws, 
but in! a proper Tempet a Mad worked! up by 
Reaſon; ta a Reſalutiog af actigg ſuitaply to che 
plain DiRates of it. It is bath an intellectual and 
praclical Virtue, formed firſi upon ſolid Principles, 
aach; then-exeted into. adual and habitual Bens 
de cer juſt Oc caſiog · — la a Word. 
+Ths Mealyre of Magaagimity is to.be neither raſh 
por timorous; + Fer, vue Courage it hat a. fool: 
band LnſcenGbilicy - of Danget, or headſirong Raſh- 
ar (5-010. rum- into. it;;; It is not the Fury of eaflamed 
Paſſons broke; loſe from the Government of Res- 
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will render Men vigilant and tavtious againſt Sur. 


prizes, prudent and deliberate in doncerting their 
Meaſures, and Ready and reſolute ia. executing them. 


But without it they will neceſſarily fall into unſuſ- 


ö pected Danger which will ſtrike them with wild 
Coaſternation ; they will meatily ſhun Dangers that 


ate ſurmountable, or precipitately ruſh into thoſe 


3 evideatly facal; and fo throw 


1 their Lives in vas. 
lt muſt be Thought, 8 , which ab give 
"the Idea of Courage; ad make ſuch an Impre ſſion 


as may give a ſuitable Vigour in the Diſcharge of it. 
It muſt teach us to diſtinguiſh berwixe the Re ſolo- 


tion of a rational, & the Fierceneſs of a brutal Crea- 


tute i and inſtruct us what Occafions are worthy the 


Beginning of a bold Adventure, and what End is 


| 2 to fuch Occaſions: - above all, it muſt be 


This , which muſt inftru& us in paſſive Valour, 


Rien is a material Part of Fortitude, and which 
ra (only be ſupported by Reflection: For it hay 
hit for its immediace Object as well as the other 2 
| and conſiſts in a ſerious Reſolution of enduring i in 


much Manner; well as venturing in wn a De- 


Tet 's as Reaſon avthoriſes & 1 


al Forcicude, founded l 
T5gula ed in Reaſoo. This! is true Courage, & ſuch 
as we ought all to cheriſh in Times of Danger. Thü 
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acalt? Beach” of "this Virthe ge But. is. — 1 
len nperof Mind do decline no "Suerings either.in. 
. chr Approach, « or their aQual ere which Cane 
nor be declined but by, a Conde . paſuicable tothe 
gniry of our Nature, and ag, Offence agaioſtitha, 
2 of our. ae ut. 
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woidsble 2 Cao Pain betligible.in any Citcumſtan n 
f it. ces? = Or can it be a Reproach to the Privilege vfl . 
lo- Underftandiog, to endeavour ta make ourſelves as 
rea- eaſy. and. happy as we can? »; Cercajaly. AQ. » For, 
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fomerimes_ tniſrepreſentes tt Writioge', and been IT 
fill more frequently. 1 r But the 7 


true Reſult of the W "ole , 3 it muſt beg in, 
contiaue- nnd! end, jn "the tr] rrpe | ac & Fear of 0d, 
which is the only g Sheng und Support « of i ite. 25 „ 
1 our r Lives vniforr, and our. heroick per- „ 

A eg. e 


{A from th har Mechanical N 
and om that r loten of 179 8 Fiss, "which . 
founded on What is. "talſcly called the Priac iple « of | 
Honour. (N 8 Theſe may, & ofcen will Fail i ia mar 
Caſes, in private Ones eſpecially, Thich yet s J 
end in publick Shame; — Fut. 31 . 365% Od, . „ 
K vell- grounded Faith and Confidence i in God, 
rooted in our Hearts t will preſerve as equally f 

74 in all Times & Trials, whether more or leſs ſevere EE 
ne: MN Les, en That greateſt of all Exigences, the 
Per Caſe of violent Death itſelf: for Martyrdom will 
la- ever & to 4 fiacere Chriſtian [ads 4 len Evil than Sin 
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ſeruple to own he is really afraid of: but the real 


Tet him be your Fear, and let Din W Dad! 
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On Chriſtian Fortitude, &c; . 


"gia God, with all its terrible Conſequences ; iff © 
Theſe, with the other Powers of the World to come, 


reſpecting a better Fr vill ſet bim above all 
things tranſitory. - 3 

A true Believer withfihink it Wane of Fortitude 
to admit any worldly . Conſideration in Balance of 
thele, nor be afhamed to profeſs , that his Reſoluti - 
on is not Stoiĩciſm or Stupidity, but a reli gious Con- 
fidence in the great Maker, Preſerver and Judge of 
all. He will nor eſteem it any Inſtance of rational 
Courage to defy the Almighty, or to dare to ven- 
ture on everlaſting Damnatioa. Tbeſe he will not 


Fear and Affurance of theſe, as cauſing him to act a 
more ſteady and conſiſtent part in every Contingen- 
ey and Cireuimſtance of Life, will lefſea the Terror 
4 all other Danger e. 
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* SanRify the Lord, then, in your 95 "We 
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fender it's Cheiſtian Yirgue1,the Obligations 9, and 
tene, of it, are do to to becoalidereds. fr 
Somewhat of 10 Obligiglor't be already'res 
reſentet is our'ftatibg *the Notion of ir but the 
mote particdlar For eh of it; e Duty Sel 
defexves © miore parciculdy Sundern. 1 
Ia this Inflande; - certainly; "(which u lde 80 Support | 
sies ef all chers ac which therefore} i 
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god 1 'On Chriſtian Fortitude, &c, 


.-; This Foundation , at. leaſt , of moral Obligation 
may be made Sith cc Fed e that @confide. 
-"F Man can have no more Reaſon left to doubt of 
it, thao he can have to doubt any Propoſitions 
which have been really detnonffrated to him. 

For, if Fortitude be the proper Regulatda of the 
P. beet kes chi Regulation-confits-i apply. 

log it to its proper Object, God, the Origin of out 
5 -if its proper Object be the greateſt, 
[viz] the Ecernal, who iz almighty in Power, inflex- 
ible in Ji uſtice, immutable in Veracity, * op who i is able 
e ſave nod to deſtroy,” - © and who doth what 
He-will, boch in the Armirt of Heaven and among 
che Inhzbitaots'of che Earth,” - & who hack decla- 


red chat © he will never leave hor forſake thoſe : who 
rely upon him!“ Then, o demonftrative Truth 
can ſhine in oleare Light, chas that we ought to 


ebe ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of his 
- Might,” and to deſpiſe every: iaferior Terror which 
eo nes in Competition with'our Duty co ae 


me Forſeitun ol our Favour in Him. 


. li ue look inca'thoſe . 


on preſents 10 our View, and » and <conlider , „( egreeably 
20 5 5 Text.] the Power of og i ſupport us under 
- Evety Aftlition, and i in all Dangers, together with 
— Reward Inn OTIS thoſe who perſes 


6 „„ TT, 0 


| tion is to 
Vie of others as welF as of durſetves, and where = 


* 2 e 8 >, 


301 LE: 


wp can be clearer” 3 Tor,” ORs Coq 


N. ture and Realon do, 3 both ar them 2 18 25 


the ſame ' Determinacion, 1 and our Underſtanding & 
Affection do both as neceſſarily determine in giving 
the, Preference t to Reſolution and Confidence i in God, 
2s. the Mind. neceffarily embraces a ſelf- evident 


Primeiple on the firſt Propeſal of i it; It extorts Aſp 


ſeac, , and challenges Regard, * and has every Claim 
to our Obedience which can diftinguith ; any Duty: : 
ſe has Ficneſs | in itſelf; ic has Truth i in its Relazi 
on to us; - It has'Vrillty , pe rional” and ſocial, to 
recommend it. and as de he N naturat & 


moral Principle. 3 r my 


God has implanted in us this Paſtio on, 1 BL. 
ſhould it be properly fixed | but on that being of all 


planted i it in us for our Uſe; anc where then 
placed, but where the greateſt Protec=- 
8 ?- He'implanted it for the 


| ; ej jnpla 
20 4 it 


then ſhould we direct it, but where it may be of 


moſt univerſal: and moſt PO Influence; in re- 


ted all vodue Sallies of unbounded Ferotity, 
d reghls ng it in the ſteady. and undaunted per- 
8 A 3 


oſſible Erl a. and moral PerfeQions, who gave ie? | 
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„%% On Clrilthp Fortitude, &, 


ſeverance ia all Goodneſs for > 10079 69 
in the. true Faith and Fear of God ? — Indeed, 


» The Author of our Beings, bas not only fixed i » 


us a natural Propenſity hereto ;. but he hath given 
it a natural 'Propeafity towards himſelf, as the Inſpi- 
rer of it, ir being univerſally to be found through 
all Nations, whether degenerate or improved, and is 
ſcarce extinguiſhable in any Particulars, (9 Should 
we not therefore, ſo extend and improve it „ a 0 


render ſo neceſſaty an Attendant in all our ns 
kiags, the moſt beneficial tous? | 


+ This natural [nclination of Mankind to Religion, 
and to Teuſt and Confidence in God their Creator, 


| and the Importance of d recting righe this innate | 


Propenſion, i is thus emphatically repreſented by the 
Evangelical Prophet. . 
- «Lift up your Eyes | to the Heavens ry " and le Ic 


upon the Earth beneath z for the Heavens ſhall Vie | 
nin away like Smoke, and the Earth mall wax old 
1 4 Garment „and they that dwell therein ſhall die 


jo like Manner ; 1 but my Salvation hall be forever, 
8 oy eee not be Anden RF 


3 _— Sis, PIR . 


3 chan Conkidenge i 
ia bim for Support and Favour to all Men, this being one chief 


: Fol of his Being, [viz] to communicate his Happinefs to us., and to 


ö ö 5 


wliags: For the Moth ſhall eat ther up 48 4 Gar. 


8 Cruſe of Religion and Toth. e 


"Y People in bol 1 Laws . 
the Reproach of Men, neither be afraid of their Re- 


mene, and che Worm ſhalF eat them like Wool: 2 but 


thy Righteouſneſs ſhall be forever; and ir Sue, . 


10 ſtom Generation to Generation.” — Again, 2 
He that putrerh his Truſt in me, ſhall poll | 
the Land, und fhall inberit wy holy Modfaia” HER 


WH in theſe Paſfzgea:Gad preullarly . 
the Confidence of his Setrauts in him ; ſo, is othes 
Places ,. we aſten find. the beſ af Mea, (che holy 
Szints, both ig the Old 0 New Teſtament,) pros 
feſſing to fix their whole, Reliance upon him, and 


xeftified the Sincerity of their Profe ſſiog by - fra} 


aQical Fortitude , by. deſpiling. and enduriag all 
worldly, Terrors chat came in Competition with 

eir Duty 7 or that vou baxe withdrawn el > 
bom the Service of their Maker, 8 A 

"Wichout this Temper of Mind, no Man can hea | 
Wossutzb Chriſtian ** for hits Profeſtion, as ſuch, re. 
quires kim to be” ſuperior to that © Fear of Man, 
which bringerh a Stare z** enjoins him, for the Suk 
of 4 2004 'Conſeiſiee, to chcounter every Danger, & 
do be prepared, If called; even to lay down his Lit le 


* 


18 32322 


Sera, CLXX VII. e e 


en On Choiltſay Foridtud 
Au be here, been Are 


Situations, b have acted their Part with ſueh Honour 
a3 to render their Names illuſtrious thro ſucceeding 


ourſelves i and in the Difeharge ol their Duty we 
learn our own. - What Reſolution muſt it requite in 
Noa, that oy Preacher of Righteouſneſs,” to maia- 
dein the Cauſe of Virtue fingly againft a World to- 
- ally wicked and corrupt 4 and to preach Reforma- 

_ tion-and Repencance to thoſe ,*< ike Imagination of 
de Theugbts of whoſe Hearts was only evil con- 
_ Lioually?” - and who therefore only ridiculed his 
Doctrine, and infulted his Perſon — Again, — 


Os: ig —.— thought, "himſelf in the fame Caſe 010 


x 1 the Calls Cauſe among the Children of Iſrael In their 


— Ca: who, when his Enemies bad contrived, 
4 they thought,) the moſt. certaia Desth by the 


| = -; enſnare his Conſcience jn a Gife of Duty 15 yet 


tem uned unmoved , „ and a 


* * * 1 
fore, « — * 5 Tue 
8 f BY, 3 + 8 
* 4 | 
* 2 1 
* 8 


4 


or Beneſactors of Men; kt perilous 


Ages, have been eminent for, Fortitude of Mind. 
Ia their Hiſtory we read a Leſſon of - IaftruQion to 


2» 0.25 £50 wb a= 


by "any ( Good Alliftaats i in 


3 


1 "Apoltaly to Idolotry and Immorality ; yet 
way he not the leſs # t Jealous for the Lord of Hoſts.” 


A gain, < The Fortitude, of Daun is likewiſe res. 


-m. a #2© © am tm =, vn. He Q av 97 4 
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rilous 

eding 

Mind. hor dhe bett Reſolution For, beßdes the el 
ion to Terror before them. they 125 under particular Obli. 

ty we Wl nations to the Perſon Fquiring their Obedience, 
uite in W who had highly promoted them ;' ;'= fo that they had = 


main. iſ jrear Places, as well as Lives to loſe, and there was 

1d to- i ſomewhat particular! ly terrifying as to the Method : 
orma- enen d — Bat, hy : Ee NY : Mo, 

e of Veiter Geatitude, nor | py, e * noe | 

on- per onal. Security » could. move. them k nowingly to 

pea do a wrong thing ; but when a plain Point of Duty - 

i came in Queſtion, they. aRed like Meg above the 

: (ie) Impreſſions of Senſe, & ſhewedithat whatever. Power: 

. the King might have · oyeritheir Bodies, yet their 

their Souls, werg their on, or:rather: their: great Cres | 
y let tor's ; = They ſtood) prepared ſomall Events. - Bus ” 

ofts.” Providence, i a. This , as well, as the forementioned 7 

iſe re⸗ Axa er Reſolution, for the Sake of others, E 

rived, \ well as tlie mſelvri, far the. Convidion of Enemies 


y the, A well the Support of his faichfyl Servants, mira» 
ancy, ylouſly. interpoſed , and ee deen . 


Jet We Deliverance. 8 
ous ff e et Hesse ay E. & the edle 


ne enn. cLxxvi breaks 


- 


„* 


Ses ontion this 


1 


dect 10 the Neid Wordle 
the noble Inſtances of, Fortitude, which the Old 
1 ament affords ys,) ©. What ſhall I more ſay ? for 
he Time would fail me to tell of Gioron, and of 
7 and of Saur3on, & of Ir rn, of Davy, 
and Seuvix, and of the Prophers : : wha thro. Faith 
2 Kingdoms, wrought Rightcouſaeſs, obtai- 
ed Pi romiles, ſtopped the Mouths of Lions, quench - 
* the Violence of Fire 95 ;eſcaped. the Edge of the 
Sword. out of Weakneſs were made ſtrong, ' waxed 
vatiant in Fight, tured to Füght the Armies of 


Aliens: Women received their Dead raiſed to Life 
Agia, & others vete tortured, not accepting Deli- 


| veraace, that they might 'obtaid a better Reſurree- 
tion. And: Others had Trials of eruel Mockines and 
\more-ovet of Bonds and Impriſon- 

7 ned they were ſawn' aſunder, 

were tempted, vere: dals wich the Sword : they 
Sn et in eee 8 
From the Jewiſh ve ke in Con nem. ration, 
mite "Apoftle does” in Exhortation , to Chriſtian 
Heroes; to "thoſe glorious Inſtances of Fortitude, 
nich — 'Piofeflion of the Goſpel has produced. 
Fx. Paul hiniſcif thus beautifully forms the Tranſt- 
00s”. 85 . e 


* 
* 
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ſeciog we alſoare cncompaſes 


CW No 
| Obligations oh | "er | 3¹⁵ 


iböut with to gfeac a Cloud of Witgelles, let us | lay 
vide every Weight, and the Sin that doth ſo ealily 


beſet us, and let us run with Paticace the Race that 


u ſer” before ws ; looking dato Jeſus, the Author 


md Finiſher of our Faith 3 who for the Joy that W 


| ft before him, endured” the Croſs , deſpiling the 
Shame, and is ſet down at the Right»hand of the 
Throne of God. For confider him, that endured 


ſuch Contradiction of Sinners agaiaſt NR leaſt | 


ye be wearicd and faint i in your Minds,” 7 = 


" The all-perfeR Author of our Salvation was ay 
eminent ia This Inſtance, as in any other; St. Paul 


therefore does here expreſsly refet to it. Tho, in : 


his Human Nature, we ſee him weeping over the 
Calamities of his Country , which. perſecuted him, 
and apologiſing and praying for them who. put him 


to Death ; - Yer, in the ſame Nature we behold - 


bim, awful i ia the Scrignels of his Virtue ; - iaflex · 


ible in the Cauſe of Truth; - uncomplying with | 


prevailing \Manners,. when he. found them corrupt g 
ſerting his Face boldly. agaiaſt. the hypocritical 
Leaders of the People; - overawed by none of their 
Threacaiags;'-, i in the moſt inuignant Terms, TC» 
proving, their Vices, and ſtigmatizing their Charac- 
ters. We behold him gentle, without, being tame 
a fem, without being ſtern; and courageous, witk- 
. Serm. CLALTRS: - | 
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216 030 Chrifttan Forticade, &, 


out belag pb Let this. Mind. be- jo you 


which was allo in Chriſt Jeſus ;” and we ſhall at· 


| Pla te Hoop, yeah en pad . . 


e, it N look. | like eee to 'thiok of 
imitating his Reſolution and Courage, let us look 
next unto the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of our 


Faith, that noble Army of Martyrs and Conſeſſors, 


and learn to ; be Followers of hem » as they were 


'of Chriſt.” | 
St. Paul himfalf, . wks hes laid 60 much on a 
Bobject, acted up to the fulleſt Extent of his own 
Vo qcrines && Exhortations, and lived and died like 
one that had profeſſed, chat tenone of the Terrors of 
this World moved him, neither counted he his Life 
| dear unto him, ſo that he might finiſh his Courſe 
with Joy, and the Mioiftry which he had received 
of the Lord Jefus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace 


of God Here was uttered the Voice, - here 


' breathed the Spirit, of a brave and virtuous Man; 


Such a Man know not what it is to ſhrink from 


Danger, when' Conſcience (points out his Path. In 


That Path he is determined © walk , let the Con- 


fequences be what they will. His: whole Hiſtory 


45s a Proof and Confirmation of this: but the moſt 


dige P nn wt ic are ws which . 
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his Behaviour when he was e 
Kings & Rulers ſor the Name of Cbriſt & his-Gof- 
peti“ when he made his publick Conſe on with a 


2 Confidence before Fxrin Fesrus & AoreyP. | 


Nor was This peculiar to this Apofile, but the 
what Number of thoſe who were honoured with 


this Tide, were called to the Excreife of this Vir- 
tue, and not One of the Apoſtelick Order eſcaped 


* & 


the Tryal of Martyrdom.” 
From them this Trial deſcended with their Office 


fo their Succefiors , , v pbericed! bath their For: ; 


titude, and the. ſame Qpportunici ics of te tiying it. 
Neither indeed was chie pecutiar to thoſe of ee 
Sac red F unction; 15 bot the Profe ſñion of C briftiaoicy” 


itſelf; was then an immediate Call to the moſt aw | 


vated Exerciſes of d pa 

* The Annals of the Chyrch | in its firſt, Yves are. 
litle elſe than the Regiſters of the Labours and 
Martyrdoms of the firſt Profeſſors of our Religion: 
they are illuſtrious Evidences of the mighty Seng 
af Grace beſevs Mes Nature O) and of that. er- 


4 15 b e . Cale of Mat. 


tyrdaca is 3: Gronger Ted and Evidence of Valour than the moſt ha- 


dae Exploits of Martial Enterprige. 
1 The Foſibility of eſcaping ſaſe at laſt from the Perils Of War is 


a great Inducement to go thro the Dangers: of it „ eyen a Cova 
bern. » CHESTER, "may. 


1 5 On Chriſtian Fortieude, &e, 


and nary gry 1 which enabled. Perſons of alt 

_ Sorts ſuece ſefully to combar Death with all its great- 

eſt Terrors, and to © become more than Conque- 
rors thro him that loved them.” 

Thus lived and died the Primative Cl hriſians with 

admirable Conftancy and heroick. Fortitude. « Their 


Reſolutioa was indeed extraordinary and ſaperna- 


- tural, and we ſhould have been apt to have confined 
it to ane NOW « e of ae Hs e 
i Ons 


8 e eee eee Whereas, 
the fame Temper, in the Caſe of Perſecution, would comply with the 
mod criminal Conditions to aveid the ſure and fatal Stroke of Death ; 
or , when it comes inevitably., would fiok in an abjeft Manner at the 
Approach of it. But a calm Proſpect of Death, & a voluntary Choice 


of it rather than a Complyance with what our Reaſon and Conſcience 


diſapprove, is a ſure Argementoftrue and genuine Fortitude. 

IN Bat, there {4 another Foot on which we may argue the Superio, 
| riey of this Valour. — 'Perlecution has rarely mere Loſs of Life in 
Views its Cruelty is exerted uſually in aggravating Circumſtances, 

i ſeems; indeed 4 not ſo much to reconcile ourſelves to the 
Thought of Death itſelf , as to thoſe Appeadages and Methods of it. 
nt, we know, ſhortly come of itſelf, and if no intended Violence, 
or unforeſeen Caſualty, or inbred Diftemper haſten its Approach, yet 


mere Lapſe of Time will bring it oa j and it is but pracent de m 
A Deceney, what cane be avoided. ig 


be Pains and Tortures go againſt Nature with greater Force 


| ' haps bear the ö if Thar were the only” 
N A. D ie non 
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ane that 23 Name and Title of 
ſtiaaity, had nor given Aſeer- Ages an Oppor · 


* 


conitty- of debolding again the fame poble Virtye 
practiſed in its greateſt Heig he and Extent, . 

Our Religion reformed to its ariginal Purity met 
again with its original Difficulties, and the true 
Profeſſors of it ſuſtained the lame cruel Trials and 
Tortures, with this only Difference, which was ins 


deed an Aggravation, that their Sufferings were ins 


fied on them by choſe who called themſelves their 
Brethren, and did further. Diſhooour 40 the Name 
of their Bleffed Redeemer. Es 


The firſt Proteſtants ſuffered io. like Manas 20 


me firſt Chriſlians , both as to the Nature of theit 


Perſecutions and their heroick Behaviour under 


them : - they deſpiſed the Flames in ſull View of 
heavenly Expectations, ad *. cadured, einn 


vo who. is inviſible.” “ 

This was an experimental Probf of che T roth of 
= Saviour s Promiſe'of his perpetual Preſence with 
his Church; Providence thus brought Good out of 
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Men of the Dab ge In the ode, Ha and, ro 
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5 alla. 'NoMii cat be too ad, 18 his Adhere {4 
” if 0/2 Prinviple of Duty. Here, there 4s Fired 1 
Alt Reſaxaridh is ckimfnat What Confefente die- NH 
| Eatels, is te be ever Ubtyed; Its COommAH dN are unf my 
verſaly ſucreq; eben tho c Mold be milſeg; for 3 =}. 
10 long as we roncelve* ir to utter che Voite of God, - Wi 
in diſobeying it we An. e - Pi eon TO e, 5 | f I 
be Error; tberelbre do the AY bioided7 ti, ET _ 
too ſcrupulous; and tender a Rejgatd' to Confciente, N 4 4 


Bat tab Nreie ire to have Conſcience properly en- 
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i 2 75 12 5 1 Difingvilh, wich Care, 
| Between the eee Fancies of Mes 1 mw the 


, 
God; 


_ everlaſting Commandments ny dd Na not 
F ought to b 


1 cet Zell, 7, 50 be reſerved 
weighticr N the Law, | Overload 


8k Canons with what ris fri ivolous and unneceſ- 
| fary : but when you have on nce drawn the Line, with 


| Helge and | Preci ciſion a between. Dviy a nd, Sin, 
dhe Line ine, you vught on on go go Gerit 40 tranſgreſt. 
But further, Tho ea is.no Extreme in the 


| 3 Conſcience 4 et, there ay un- 


doubtedix be ag Extteme in laying too much Streſs 
 elther on-cmere Priaciale, or 0h mere Praices 

Here, we muß e, particular Care, ang © look 
- wil to our Goings ;"* - © holding Faith and a good 
olelepce® paired , as the, Scripture , with great 
ropriery, exhorrs. US... 3t © 1201 LAS RK 257 ine 2} $47} 
© The Ercor of reſting wholly on Falch » or, yholly 

on, Warks , is, Oos of thoſe, SeduQions , yhich.molt 


| 7 iy miſlead Men, under the Semblance of Piery 


Duende ape Hand, 20 of Haiger the other. 
This is not, an Error; peculiar 10 our Times. / Ig 


5 has Ek ed in every Age of 5 Chriſtian .Church, 
| "has ran thro al the different, Moyes of falſe Re. 
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Me. "Ir forms a ehief Difliadich df all'the vari. 
ous Sets which have divides; & which tin conti - 


noe to divide the Church ; ace6rding as they have 


leaned molt to the Side of Belicf, ot 10 the Side of 5 
3 . 


Did we liften 7 to che Voice of 1 


it would guard us agalnſt either Extreme. The 


Apoſtle Paul every where reſtificy, | that by no Works 
of our own we can be jultificd ; and that. without 
Faith ic is impoſlible to pleaſe God.” The Apoſtle 
James as clearly ſhows , that Faith, if ic be unpro- 
guctive of good Works, juſtifies. ao Man. Between 


theſe Sentimeats, there is no Oppoſition. Faith 
withour Works, is augatory and inſufficient, It is 


a Foundation without any Su ture raiſed upon 


it. It is a Fountain which ends forth no Stream; 
3 Teee which geither bears Fruit, gor affords Shade, 
Good Warks, on che other Hand, without good 


Principles, ace a fair, but airy. Structure: 1 e a 


Firmneſs, or Stability. ' They reſemble © the Ho 
builr. en. the Sand z 3 3 the Reed which ſhake! 
Aich every Wind,” 5700 muſt join the Two, theres 
1 50 in full U njion, if you will exhibit the Ch | 
bf a real Chriſtian. He who ſets Faith in Oppoſi- 


tion ro Morals , or Morals in Oppoſition to Faith, 


u cqually on Enemy to che latereſts as e 


* 


mu. 


LED 7 on the one e Hands e 


88 1 a 


. 


He holds. up 10 View animprrt nere 
Form, in the Room of what ought ro command Re- 
ſpe from all Beholders, . By leaning to One Ex- 
creme, he ig in Danger of falling iato Vice 3 * the 
Other, of running into impiety. () 4 

But further, = Whatever the Belief of Men may 
be, they geaerally pride themſelves, in the Poſſeſſi · 


on of ſome good moral Qualitics. The Senſe of 


Duty i is deeply rooted in the human Heart. With- 
out ſome Pretence to Virtue, there is no Self-eft 
and no Maa wiſhes to appear 16 his own View . 4 
. entirely worthleſs, _ 

As there is a "conſtant Strife between the TI 
Bei higher Parts of our Nature, between laelinati- 


on and Principle ; this produces | much Contradicti- 


on and Inconſiſteney in Conduct. Hence ariſe moſt 
ol the Extremes, into which Men run in their mo- 
ral Behaviour; 'refting their whole Worth on That 
| yood Quality ,- to which; » by Coultication © or Tem. 
po , they are moſt inclined. * 


One of the firſt „and moſt common of thefs Ea. 
| fremes, is char of placing all Virtue, either io Jufe 


Op 61 933 | 
8 — in Soyllam iontaut vitüre Charibdim, 
; | Diaz Stoly witat Fiti, in contraria corrant, 
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beyond it in Acts of 'Kindarſs, they toniider as fi 1 


Fee and extrivagant- They wi det take 
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e ; but neither r will they make any Allows | 


ince for PITT Neceſſiciey and. Waots "They con- 


vnjultly by. them. That uo One i is benefited * 


chem, gives them but little Cancera, 3 


fity eee eee lates 
22 rthey, pay ſmall .. Theſe, are Perſons. 
Eau | Sb appears. a Sort of vulgar Virtue, eg 
quibee” cken ic the petty Tranſactions, which 


te of i inferior Station carty-on with one another. : 
= Homadity ang 'Liberality, they. conſider as 


ofc refined Virtues, which dignify their Charadeer, 


© HS» 


een, all *heir Gn. They can reſent * 


: 0a acious, of 
what” they. have paiofully, acquired, 70 Juſtice, 
they conſider themſelves as 8 but, to go 


of others, which'Conſcieace telle mt 


dead 4 with G ExaQnels,. fg what. ehe | 
hey, are, Tariafied if no Man ſuffes 


Ascher Sex of ben les dude ile Mevioid 


higher Rank, 0. 'of ealy. Fortune, Ta _ 


* 
A 
? þ 
1 * 1 25 2 
* 


8 WD 8 4 
* E n 


—— — — 
* 
0 


5 their Credſtors give no Attention. 175 


wr 


others what is due to them ; are negligent 3 


| de who goes no further than bare Joſtice,, » ſtops at 
che Beginning ol Virtue. We are commanded to 
do JysTLY * bur, to 6 Lovs Muncr.“ | The ons 


Gow. Genre ens, en 
h wi 


ſond: while, at Ihe ume Time, they with-hold from 


Family and their Relations; and to juſt De 


2 as - 


Both theſe Claſſes of Men Ms Janne; 


They divide moral Virtne between them. Each 
tales his Part of it only, which. ſuite his Temper. 


Without Juſtice there is, no Virtue. But w' 


in 


| Humanity & Mercy, no virtugus Character is com» | 


- The One leans tothe Extreme of Parſimonyy 
the Other, to chat of Profulion, The Temper of 
the One is vaſeeling. The Sealibiliry of the Other 
+ thoughtleſa. The One j you may. in ſome Degree 


reſpect ; but you cannot love. The Other may be 
loved but it cannot be reſpeRed : and ic Wee 


no ſay which Character is moſt defcRive, 


Wie muſt undoubredly begia with being Jul, be 
fore we attempe | to be generous. Ar the ſame Time, 


Yirtve regulates « our Practice z the other i _ Improves 


"ſhare 
ch a Companion of oy thay ans 


be 256 ; of the World juttlee is cb 
Pillar, that upholds the whole Fabrick of human 


7 nee Merey is the genial Ray, which'cheers and 
warms: the Habirations ef Men, The. Perfection 


ef aur forked Character couſi ſts, in properly tempe- 
each with the other; in- holding that middle 
Caurle , which; admits of our being juſt, without 
being rigid ; and A to be ee | 
atm * 
Wi'e.muſt nee either gibat Sea 
| en or too great Facility of Manners. Theſe att. 
Extremes, ofceidchiwwevcly Diy behold JUN. 
us Worlds. 5 
He who leans to the Side or Severity, is is Kart in 
his: Cenſures;, and nafrow in his Opinions. He 
Cannot condeſcend to others in things. "indifferent. 
He has no Allowance to mike for human Frailty ; 
er for the Diffeteace ot Age, "Rik! or Temper- 
„eg Matikind/ With" hin a Gaety if "nfl" 
be- Levity 1 and-every*Amiſenienc 1 Crime = 
me, To this Extreme, the Admonition blende 0 
at WU mate underſtood tbrlong: Be not righteous | 
| to WM over: much neither make OOO OY 2 9 
one maulaſii thou deſtroy chyſelf ) 
ves il When this Severity vf Manners" is — 
a- d aſſumed ts 4 Cloakeo-{euret-ladulgenct; 3 = 
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one of the worſt Proftitutions of Kaltes. Bot, 1 
now conſider it, not as the Effect of Deſign, but of 


natural Auſterity of Temper, and of contraed 


Maxims of Conduct. Its Influence upon the Per- 
fon himſelf, is to render him gloomy and ſour ; upon 


others, to alienate them, both from his Society and 


bis Counſels ; upon Religion , to ſet it forch as a 
moroſe and forbidding Principle. | 


The oppoſite Extreme to this is 5 1 Aill 
| more dangerous ; that of too great Facility, and 


Accommodation to'the Ways of others. The Man 


of this Character, partly from indolent Weakneſs, 

_ and partly from Softneſs of Temper, is diſpoſed to a 
tame and univerſal Aﬀent, Averſe either to con- 

5 tradict or to blame, he goes along with the Man- 
ners that prevail. He views every Character with 


iadulgeat Eye ; and with good Diſpoſitions in bis 
Breaſt , and a natural ReluQance to Profligacy and 


Vice, he is enticed to the Commiſſion of Evils, 


which he condemns merely thro Wane of Fore 


> tizude to > oppaſe N 


2 Nothing, it muſt be coafeſfed , 5 3 'Con- 
duct, is more neceſſary, than here to . look well to 
our Goings,” One of the greateſt Trials both of 


Wiſdom and Virtue, is to preſerve a juſt Medium 
| becuees that FOI 6 _ which 1 
and 
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an e Mankind” "26d That Weakinels of 
Good-natute, "which opens the Door to finful'Ex- 


els.” The Ore ſeparates us too much from the 


World.” The Other” connects us too cloſely with it, 
end ſeduces vs to * follow the Maltitude in 


hs, of 


- 


* 


One, ho is of the former Charafter, ſtudies wb 
Vlecle | to be agreeable in Order to render himſelf 
uſeful. He, who is of the latter, by ſtudying tov 
moch to be agreeable, forfeits his Innocence,” If the 
One hurts Religion, by cloathing it in the Garb of 
unnecefſiry Scri&aels ; the Other, by uuwarranta- | 
ble C Complyance, Rrengrhens che Power of Corrup- 
tion in the World; The One borders on che Cha- 
racer of the Phariſee; the Other on that of the Sad 
ducee. True Religion enjoins us to ſtand at an equal 
Diftance from both ; and eb purſue the oifficult; but 
Hononrable Aim, of utiiting/Good-neture-with/fixed © 


vel ious Principle 3 and: affabte Mauncrs ich une 


ctaluted Vit oe. But furt 


We run bo one Entree, when ve contemn > dos 

by ether the Opinions'of Mankind z to another, when 

vue court their Pralle too eagerly. Ihe former diſe 
vosers n high Degree of Pride and Wal conceit. 


The latter hetrays Servility of Spirit. 
Mie ere formed by Nature and Providence ow ky 
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| with one another, No, Man can Rand 


5 entirely. None, 2nd independent of, all. bis Fellows 


reatures.. A reaſonable Regard, therefore, to their 


Ettegan and good Opinion, is a commendable Prin- 


ciple. . It flows from Humanity ; and coincides with 
the Defire of beiag mutually uſeful. But, if that 
Regard. be carricd tos far, irn becomes the Source of 


much Corruption. For, in the preſent State of 


Mankind, che Praiſe of the World often interferes 


with our "ing chat ſteady and conſcientious Part, 
| which gains the Approbation of God. Hence ati 


ſes the Difficulty of drawing - proper Line between 


| the allowable "Regard for Reputation , and the ex- 


+ 16) 7 


| ceflive Deſire of Praiſe, On the one Side, and on 


the. other, [Dangers | meet us; and either Excreme 
| 5 be pernicious to Virtue. . 


He who. excinguiſhes, il all Regard to. tha Sonti« 
ments af Mankind. ſapprefies one Incentive to ho- 
aourable Dredss indeed indeed, he removes, one of the 
ſtrongeſt Checks to Vier. Far, where there is no 
Deſire of · Froiſe / there, will be alſo, no Senſe of Re- 
pros hn and Shame i and when this Senſe ia r 


vd, the Way is paved ta open Profligacy, :- 


Ode ether Hand; He who ls actuated Glely 
the Love of human Praiſe, incroaches on the hight 


meren hen he:-owes to (Conſcience, and to 
 G6d. OY 8 FI. 14.3 Hence, 
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| Hevoe? Vives is) ofcin- eoucictrieite®';04dd nN d 
ſptcndid Appearance bas been /exhibited ' to the 
World; which had no Bafis in tea! Principle or ins 
Ward Affection. Hence, rellgiout Truth have been 
diſguiſed, or unfairly fepreſented;' in Order to be 
ſuited to popular Taſte. Henee, the Scribes and 
the: Phariſces rejected our Ble ſſed Lord, * becauſe 
they loved the Praiſe of Men, more than the Praiſe 
of God.“ Loo well, therefore, to your Goings.” 
affect not to deſpiſe wha the World thinks of your 
Conduct and Character; and yet, let not the Sent 
ments of the World entirely tult you! Let a Deſire 
es Eſteem be one Motive of your Conduct, but het 
ie bold a ſubordinate Place. Meaſure the Regatd 
chat is due to the Opinions of Men, by the De gret 
ia which theſe coincide. with the Law of God. 
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ning te the Eutremie $f Anxiety "about worldly 10s : 
kerefts on the ned Hadd , , and of Negilgence on th 1 
öth err ee $53 43G 


ſt is tar de ge which of theſe rl 
- fraught with idk Vice , and Miſcry. Induſtry a 
Dnigence are unqqueſtionable Duties, ſtrictiy 'ett- 
torcech on all Chriftians 3 & he who fails in making 
ſunable Proviſion for his Houſchold and Family, is 


| pronounced to hare geoiec ibe Faith , and wo be 
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_ «worſe than ap Tafdel.” . . , IO JOEY 
' within which our Concern for worldly Succeſs muſk 

| Be coobined. For. Anxiety is che certain Poiſon of 
human Life. It debaſes the Mind ; and ſharpens all 
the Faſſioas. It involves Men in perpetual Diftracs 


tions and tormenting Cares z and leads them aſide 


| nr Scope. ol human 
Kaen, 199 

Anxiety is, | a general, the "2 SARA 
Temper. Negligence 1s, commonly, the Offipring 
of Licentiouſneſi ; and always; the Parent of uni- 
verſal Diſorder, . By Aaziety, you render yourſelves 
| miſcrable. By Negligence, you too often occaſion 
the Ruin of others. The anxious Man is the Vota- 
ry of Riches ; the negligent Man, the Votary of 
Pleaſure. Each offers his miſtakea Worſhip, at the 
Shriae of a falſe Deity ; and. each ſhall reap only 
- fuch Rewards 23 an Idol can beſtow ; the One ſacri- 
Sciag the Enjoyment and Improvement of the pre · 


| ſent, to the vain Cares about Futurity ; the Other 
do totally taken up in enjoying the preſent, W 


re the future with certain Miſcries. | 
True Virtue holds a temporate Courſe $3 cha 
theſe Extremes; neither careleſs of the Morrow, nor 
fakiog too much Thought for it; diligent, but not 
-  RAXIOUS 3 PLEGEBL LENS eee an 
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n in our nb Aﬀairts _ 5 2 


qtoride comfortable Accommedution Gn Barth, bot 


"—_— concerned: to * lay up Treaſure in N 


by | ſhall only warn you further 2gnioſt the Extreme, 
of engaging in a Courſe of Life tog buſy and hur- 


died or of devotiag Wwe to One, 00 9 


and unemployed. 


We are formed for a Mintuee of” Adio * ge- 
treat. Our Connections with Society, and the Fer- 


formance of the Duties which we owe to one ano, 


cher neceſſarily engage us in ag active Life. What 
we owe to aurſclves, requires accafional Retirement, 


For he wha lives always i in the Buſtle of the World f 
cannot, ic is to be feared, always preſerve his Vir= 
tue pure. Sentiments of Piety will be deprived of 


that Nouriſhmeat and Support, which they would 
derive from Meditation and Devotion, His Tem- 


per will be often ruffled and diſturbed. His Par. | 

nous will be kept too much on the Stretch. From 
the oontageous Manners which every where abound; 
de will not be able to avoid coottacting ſome dans 


gerous lafection. e 


trom the Temprations 'of the World, will often find 


| Diſquiet meeting him in Solitude , and the worſt : 


1 2 ariſing from within himſelf. Un-ocs 


Serm.CLXXXIIL OO copied 


On the other Hand , — He ho flies to Ft 
3 ja Order either to enjoy Eaſe, or to cſcape 


* 95 WS * ee * 


3 | copied by ade ad. honourable, FIFTY unable 
S$ do devote his whole Time to-improving Thoughts, 
El. many an evil Paſſion will ſtart up, and occupy the 
ö | | | - vicant Hour. Sullenneſs and Gloom will be in 
Eh Danger of overwhelming bim. Peeviſh Diſpleaſure, 
3 and Suſpicions of Mankind are apt to perſecute 
) thoſe who withdraw om er Fee mon the 

oe Society of Men. 
diy Lol well, therefore, ; to your Goings.” Steer a 
E middle Courſe, between a Life oppteſſed with Buſi- 
9 neſs, on the one Hand ; and burdened, (for the 
\ Zurden is no lefs,) with Idleneſs on the other. Pro- 
| . Lide f for yourſel ves Matter of fair and honeſt Pur- 
] oo ſuit, to afford . proper Object to che active Powers 
of the Miad. Temper Bufineſs with ſerious Me- 5 
Uitation ; and caliven Retreat by Returas of Addo bn 


tA Sw oe %% & a 


| 5 . and laduſtry. 5 5 7 
* 1 . Thus 1 have pointed out ſome of choſe Kane ; 
Et on which Mea are apt to run, by forſaking the 

= — . Line which Religion and Wiſdom have drawn, 
. Many more, | am ſenſible, might be ſuggeſted, in 


which “ a prudeat Mao ſhould look well to his Go- 
dose for the F ield is wide, and hardly i is there any 
Appearance of Pieiy, Virtue and good conduct, 
but what the Folly of Men is apt to puſh into IX 
due * one Side, or other. „„ 


* 1 14 113 1 ; i : - 
we 44 1 5 


ene I have nnn the 


Neceſſity of prudent. Cire umſpection, io Order to 
_ eſcape the Dangers * beler o eee 


Trial. — , * l 4 ?J „ CHASED | 
Let us ſtudy to attain a Al" uniform, and 


beaggebt Character; where nothing that is 1 


five or dif] proportionate may come forward to View 4 
vhich may not plume itſelf with a fair Show ( on one 


Side only, while in other Reſpects it remains not 


only unsdorned, but blemiſhed; but here the dif- 
ferent Parts of Worth and Goodneſs may appear 


united, and each exect its Proper Joflucnce on the 
Conde. 5 


422 «7+ 


ws bos, by © looking 9 to our Goings,” - . - «torn 
ing neither to the right Hand, nor to the left, we 
ſhall, (as far as our Frailty permits, ) approach to 
the Perfect ion of the human Character, having an 


equal. Reſpect 8 all God's Commandments”; and 
« adorning the octrine of our Lord and Saviour 


Je Chriſt, in all things.“ 


Even in the Common Affair of Life ; 'the ove. 
ic of Prudence is great. A little Attention will 


open to us our natural Temper and conſtitutional 
Paſſions, on the Regulation of which the Integrity, 


the. Comfort, and Dignity of human Life, do in fa 


a - 
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great a Meaſure depend. A litele Calmneſs * 
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bl  Diſcretidado-Aﬀiin eee 4 
3 is Prudence jn-avoiding unneceſſary Trials, and in H 
FE | Yeclining Dangers and; Ternpaations when we indo» F 
; cently may. 5 — Indeed, _ 8 I 
F Prudence, in the Meany, is a Gen r = 
3} againſt all the Lnfirmities both of ourſelves. and % 
Y | | others. and a happy preſervative from the Miſchiefs 4 
28 reſulting from either. Solomon mentions this Ef- 1 
\ ſect of Prudence i in. the higheſt poſſible luſtance of Fr 
; Dlager : Da The Wrath of a King, (ſays he,) is as 6 
. Meſſengers of Death, but a wiſe Man will pacify 10 
JJ . Scorsfol Men bring a City, into a K 
3 „ Saale. ö but wiſe Men tura away Wrath.“ 5 dt 
CE "There are Methods of ſhewing our lanocence p 
And promoting our Security without reflecting oa 'In 
HH _ the Conduct of our Fuperiors, and even of convin= il e 
L | | cing them of their Error without aggravating the 85 
5 3 that efiey may have occaſioned, — And, 6 
3 As this Virtue will thus coderidute ro alleviate 8 
3 on, 5 ITN 8 | | | and is 
3 | =.) F of 
3 even Apoſtolical Examples of it, whoſe Authority will warrant our Pp; 
| BraQice \, and whoſe Succeſs will encourage it. How artfully did 
"DE . Papl, in particular, (whole Reſolution and Courage cannot be be 
ö | oabted,) either decline Dangers , or extricate himſelf out of them, ro 
2 |"  Gitfer by dividing the Counſel of his Adverſaries , (Ade xxiii. 6—y. tic 
ö 4 avoiding their Reſentments, (Acts xxili. 15. &c.) or plead 
| Meet gn tins Priigs? (As wal og he 2 * 
; | wake Ma „ TIS 7, IG 17 : 
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arsch 1 Omer Sr ge & vt Saen 
Hcohittbide tô huet ani infptor Nv] the Deſign an 
FER. of thele r good Offices, toward ds bi. 1 
f chey return the forementioned Duries of lofirucy 
Reproof and Encour ragement. to us, Prudence 
at a actept them always with all Thaokfulacts,? 
and 18 them to the real Uie deſigned. ,* * 8 
fear 0 the Prudent will underſtand a Parable, 
bs an, attentive Ear is the Deſire of. a wiſe Maa. 
On this Account Solomon obſerves, « the Simple 
ivheric 25 , but the Prudent are. crowned with 
Knawled » and again, | A F ool diſpiſeth his Fay 
| ther's1, ru8ion, but he chat regardeth Reproof, is 
prudent : * and again, the Way. of à Fool is righe 
in his own Eyes, but emen Coun- 
bel, is wiſe.” — But. 1 55 | 


Laſtiy » Prudence Cformounts « almoſt. at Difficuls 


ties, and riſes generally wt great Eqqiocupe and Dife 
tinRion.. | : 


9 nneceſſuty Troubles, Atiidions 2 200 Preſages 
of Evil are greatly injurious both to our Peace and 
Piety, they take off that Satisfaction which mighe | 
be attainable amidſt the mixed Comforts and Sor-: 
rows of Life, and they tend to deſtroy that Religna#® 
tion in which the whole of our preſent V irtue, and 
on Mek the future Progreſs of it, de en 


. „ r 


5 n . On onde n 


A A_Quickneſs of Apprehenſion in diſcerning poſ- 


ible Calamitics and Diſappointments is a, very un- 
 deficable Perfection ) il it may be called ſuch 3 but 
Dilcrerioa , "28 well az Virtue , vſually lies between 


the Extremes; and is therefore , in this particular 


Inſtance , neither Inſenſibility of Dinger , nor De- 


ſpair of Succeſs. — And then, aps 
As far as Proſperity depends on Ourſelves, (which 
is very much ia ſecular , and ftill more in Tpiricual 
Iatereſts,) here the very Means of Advancement are 
no other than the Dickates of Diſcretion. For, all 
_ the particular Virtues , which Reaſon or Revelation 
preſcribes, ſuch as Induſtry, Economy, Frugality, 
 Wartchfulneſs, Te emperance , Contentmenc , and the 
like, arc all of them the ſeveral Acti and Offices of 
the 1 e e 1 pep Upon the Whole, 


The Tera — Arguments \ which have explained, 
have likewiſe thewn the Advantages of Prudence; 
inſomuch; that we may fay in general, with the Son 
| Sirach, that © well is be that hath found Prudence.” 

om The Author of the Book. of Wiſdom „ 
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the Tria and Experiment of it: 5 If Prudence 


— 


Advantages eages of it. wag 
wire hilly Spes able Vade; and profefedly upon 


work; (ſays he,) who, of alt that are, is a more cun- 


niag Workman than ſhe? - And if a Man love 
| Righteouſnels,' her Labours. are Virtues ; for the 
teacheth Temperance and Prudence, Juſtice'and 


Fortitude, which are ſuch things as Men can have 


noching more profitable in Life.” And after haviag 
ſpecified the many Profits of it in the enſuing Ver- 
| (ſes; & particularly as **a Counſellor of good things, 


and a Comfort in Cares and Griefs,” he gbes on, 


{from a further Conſideration of her Benefics,) de- 
| . eg his Reſolutioa to ſeck her. And ſurely, | 


Even the imperfe&' View which we have taken 


| of this Virtue may convince us how much it de- 


ſerves to be ſought after, It has the Advantage of 
that Argument which generally prevails | moſt upon 


us, {viz} our Self. love, heing fqunded on the very 
| Notion of diſcerning and purſuing our beſt & trueſt 
| Happincfs, - It places our Felicity where our Cres 


ator placed it, beyond the Reach of Accident or the 


Decay of Time : and whillt it ſeeures the more im- 
portant Event of Futurity , it does not diſregard, 
pay it peculiarly promotes the Faſe of the preſent 


Poſſiae to it. It cuts off all Doubt and Deliberati- 


en "AY Point before us is a Matter of plain 
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dich proceed from the Ill - will and wrong-diſpoGi- 


and by a proper Deliberation it weighs and 
„ | diſtinguiſhes the Limits betwixt Virtue and Vice, 
whenever they nearly border upon each other, and 
 - eeaſequently makes thoſe particular Iaſtances more 
» and. indeed more, and 
: For, in theſe Caſcs, as well 
A la othem of prime 
. is the nakural good Ef of the AXioa, the higher 
| iy the. oral; Excellency of it; and eofprecy 


dur Obedier And whilſt it is thus e 

is doing Gong:@ achers; it dees thereby really 
3 ee eee ee neee, Sanda 

5 WT aints Sick 4 Aldurb Our Paſſage ( 

„ prevents all che Miſchiefs which ariſe from Men 

& 2 8 own - Wickedneſs, and che greater. Part of thoſe 


" *-_  fions of others. It obviates many Cenſures , and 
„„ | moſt of the  Occalions of 'Strifes and Conrencions, 


"ES ſpeaks in the Caſe „When Wiſcom entereth into 


. | thine-Heart, and 


„ nowledge is pleaſant to thy Soul, 


LE 2 1 iſcretion ſhall preſerve thee , and | Underſtani 


more and greater 
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Advantages of it. 


be thy MR pop: ſhall keep 85 Foot from being 
taken. — 


- — ꝗ -- _— — 


Theſe are APR — Offices, 3 Theſe the 3 
Privileges of this Virwe; and, if we approve them in 


Speculation, let us tranſeribe them into Practice, and 


they will be more deeply, and delightfully convincing ; 


and the Experience of it will make us more defirous 


to quicken and enlarge our Progreſs i in it, 
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1y, and thy Foot ſhall not ſtumble; for the Lord ſhall 


4 
* 
o on 
* 
==> 
T 3 *** 4 Ts WEN by WERE 
* 4 1 > ae Re + 5% . 1 * +4 4 * FS ; 
o * Y . « - ; . " * : 
* 
K* 
: i 
7 55 — * N 3 4 
— — — Z_— | — | — 
| 140 
5 x1 
N Qn the ſame r 5 


e Method, 4% o, | 
Sp een, nr mel 652 


: 3 ESE 2 122 


Pov. xiv. 8 be prudent Man looketh well 
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Religion, "OH every 21 at age Syſ. 
tem, is compoſed of a Variety of Parts; each of which 
poſſeſſes its ſeparate Importance, and contributes to 


tial toit; ſuch as Faith and Repentance, the * 
God, and the Love of our, Neighbour; which, for that 


Reaſon, muſt be often inculcated on Men. There 


are other Diſpoſitions and Habits, which, though they 


hold not ſo high a Rank, yet are neceſſary to the In- 


uodudtion and Support of the former; and therefore, 


in religious Exhortations , theſe alſo juſtly claim a 
Place. Of this Nature is that Regard to Order, 


Method, and Regularity , which the Wiſe Man en- 


joins us, in the Text, to carry thro the whole of Liſe. 
A prudent Man looketh well to his Going. 


VAX.: « Whether 
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On Prudence in ſecular Affairs. 66%; 
Whether you conſider it as, in itlelf, a moral Duty, | 
or not, yet I hope ſoon to convince: you that it is eſ- 

ſential to the proper Diſcharge of almoſt all Duties, 
and merits ; upon, that Account, a greater Degree of 
Attention gta» po een 
ous View. "oro ett an liv add 
If you look ber 0 Fer World, you mon os 
| buinbied, at the firſt Glance that a vicious and libertine , 
| L . ife is always a Life of Confuſion. Thence- it is na- 
tural to infer, that Order is friendly to Religion. As 
the NegleR of it coincides with' Vice, ſo the Preſerva- 


| tion uf it muſt aſſiſt Virtue. By the Appointment of 
Providence, it is indiſpenſably. requiſite to worldly 
Proſperity: Thence ariſes a; Preſumption, that ii is 
connected alſo with ſpiritual Improvement. When 
| ene a Man's. Affairs, through Negligence and 
| au, involved in Diſorder, you naturally con- 
| clude abat his Ruin approaches. You may at the 
A fame Time juſtly ſuſpect, that the Cauſes which affet 
his temporal Welfare, operate alſo to the Prejudice of 
Ibis wocal Iatereſts. For, © where Confuſion is, there | 
bs iy? its cloſe; Attendant, « every uy evil Work 
: Inu che Sequel of this Diſcourſe 1 ſhall point out 
1 , ſome of thoſe Parts of Conduct wherein it is moſt 
og material 10 Virtue that, Order, &c. take place; and 
25 r e high Kae 
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430 | On Prudence, 


Allow- me to recommend to you Order in the Con- 


-duRt of your Affairs; in the Diſtribution of your 


Time; - in the Management of your Fortune; in 
the Regulation of your Amuſements; and in the Ar- 
rangement of your Society: * e e 
Man looketh well to his Goings.” 

Firſt, Maintain Order and Regularity in the — 
Gig of your worldly Affairs. Every Man, in every 
Station of Life, has ſome Concerns, private, domeſ- 
tic, or public, which require ſucceſſive Atiention; he 
is placed in ſome Sphere of active Duty. Let the 


Employments which belong to that Sphere be ſo ar- 


ranged, that each may keep its Place, without incom- 


moding another; and that what regards the World 
may hot interfere with what is due to God. | In Pro- 
portion to the Multiplicity of Affairs, the Obſervance 
of Order and Method becomes more indiſpenſable. 
But ſcarcely is there any Train of Life fo ſimple and 

rm but what will ſuffer through the Negieti of it. 
| We ſpeak not now of ſuffering in Point of .worldly 
Imtereſt. We call upon you to attend to higher In- 
tereſts; to remember Hat the orderly Conduſt of your 
No CREST TOON PR Oy! as. 


| Many, indeed , enn ar „ perſuaded of th 
Age» . 


TV 


in — Sos Affairs. 4 n , 


8 among Men: to ſequeſtrate Religion unh the 
| Commerce of ahe World. Seaſons of Retreat and 


Devotion they are willing to appropriate io God. 


But the World they conſider as their oπ̊ Province. 


"They carry an a Sort of ſeparate Intereſt there. Nay, 


by the ReſpeR which, on particular Occaſions , they 


pay to Religion, they too often imagine that they have 


acquired the Liberty of acting in worldly Matters, ac- 
cording to what Plan they chuſe. How entirely do 
woch Perfons miſtake the Deſign of Chriſtianity f 


In this World! you were placed by Providence as 


on a great Field of Trial. By the Neceſſities of your + 
Nature you are called forth to different Employments. | 


By many Ties you ate conneRed with Society. From 


Superiors and Inferiors, from Neighbours and Equals, 
from Friends and Enemies, Demands ariſe, and Obli- 


. gatious circulate through all the Ranks of Life. This 


Alive Scene was contrived by the Wiſdom of Heaven, 
ona that it might bring into | Exerciſe all the 
Vimues ofthe Chriſtian Oharatter ; your Jultice, C Can- 
_ Hour, and Veracity i in dealing with one another; your 
Fidele to every Truſt, and your conſcientious Dif. 
Charge uf every Office, which is committed to you ; 
Pour Affection for your Friends; your Forgiveneſs of 


Enemies; your Charity to the diſtreſſed; and your 5 | 


| Anention the Intereſts of your Family. | "ORE 
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432 on Prudence, 
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i. +. by fulfilling all theſe Obligations, in proper 


- Succeſſion; ihat you ſhew « your Converſation: to be 


fach as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt.” | It is thus 
you make your Light ſo to ſhine before Men, that 
they may ſee your good Works, and glorify your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven.“ It is thus you are rendered 
« meet for the Inheritance of the Saints: in Light.” 
But how can thoſe various Duties be diſcharged: by 
Perſons who are ever in that Hurry and Perp exity 
which Diſorder creates?” You wiſh;, perhaps, to per- 
form what your Character and Statibn require. But 


| from che Confuſion in which you have allowed your- 
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r 
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ſelves to be inyolved, you find ĩt to have become im- 
poſſible. What was neglected to be done in its pro- 
per Place, thruſts itſelf forward at an inconvenient 
Seaſon. A NMultitude of Affairs crowd upon you to- 
gether. Different Obligations diſtraft you; and this | 
Diſtradion is ſometimes the Cauſe, ſometimes the Pre- 
tence, of equally neglecting them all, 8 leaſt, of 
ering Ne ene: „ ! 
Hence ariſe ſo many inconſiſtent Char Bars, and 
ſuch frequent. Inſtances of partial and divided Good. 
{s, as we find in the World; Appearances of Gene- 


rolity without Jultice, Hogayy vithour. * N 


Probity to Men wi 
He who 
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in ſecular Affi. 433 


| thod and Regularity meets every Duty i in its proper 


Place, and aſſigns i its due Rank. But where there 
is no Order in Condud , there can be no Umformicy 
in Character, The natural Connection and Arrange- 

ment of Dutjes are loſt. If Virtue appear at all; it 


will be only at Times , unevenly, The Authority of 


Conſcience may occaſionally operate, when Situation 
- affords it Room for Exenion. But in other Circum- 
ſtances of equal Importance we every moral Sentiment 
Vill. be overpowered by the tumultuous Preſſure i 4 
od Affairs. FEretfulneſs of Temper, too, will ge 
nerally charadterize thoſe who are negligent herein. 
The Hurry i in which they live, and the Embarraff. 
ment with which they are furrounded , + keep their Spi- 
_ rits i perpetual Ferment. ConfliQing with Difficul- | 
tics which they. are unable io overcome, conſcious of 


5 their aws-MiſcanduRt, but aſhamed to coufeſs it, they 


| are engaged in many a ſecret Struggle; and the Unea- 
- fineſs which they ſuffer within, recoils in bad Humour 
on all Sho are around them. Hence the wretched Re. 


n Ata which, at lat, they are-obliged to fly, in Or- 


See. In Deſpair of being able to 


b Entanglementa, they ſometimes ſink into 
> Cane Indo ce, and ſometimes throw themſelves i in- 
A the Arms of lntemperance and looſe Pleaſure; 9 8 
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„ On Prudence, 


rate thei ir — — Jo the End, therefore, that Or- 
det and Regularity may be mages | in your Altai, 


it is neceſſary, 


-- Secondly,” That you prudent! y attend to > Regularly 


and Order im the Diſtribution of your Time. You 


ought to conſider Time as a ſacred Truſt committed 
to you by God, of which you are now the Depoſita- | 
ries, and are to render Account at the laſt. That 
Portion of it which he has allotted you is intended part- 


Iy for the Concerns of this World, and partly for thoſe 


of the next. Let each of theſe occupy, in the Diſtri- 
bution of your Time', that Space which properly be- 
longs to it. Let not. the Hours of Hoſpitality and 
Pleaſure interfere with the Diſcharge of your neceſſary 


Affairs; and let not what you call neceſſary Affairs 
eneroach upon the Time which is due 10 Devotion. 


& To every thing there is a Seaſon, and a Time for 
every Purpoſe under Heaven.“ — If you delay till 


To-morrow what ought to be done To- day, you over- 
charge the Morrow with a Burden which belongs not 


to it. You load the Wheels of Time, and prevent it 
tom carrying you along ſmoothly. ( Therefore, 


: Thirdly, Introduce Order and Regularity into the 
e of your . . be, let 


6 See this A 0 on in vol. il. Ps 452, &c. 
n the Diſcourle , On ben e 


in ſecular Affairs. — 435 
che Adininiſtration of it proceed with Method and & 


conomy. From Time to Time examine your Situa- 


tion; and proportion your Expence to your growing 
or diminiſhing Revenue. Provide what i is neceſſary, 


beſore you indulge in what i is ſuperfluous. Study to 


| do Juſtice to all with whom you deal, before you af- 
| ; fe the Praiſe of Liberality. Ina Word, fix ſuch a 
; E Plan of living as you find that your G 
4 Vin fairly admit, and adhere to it invariably againſt 
: every Temptation to improper Exceſs. 


manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed by a Propenſity to thoughtleſs 
Profuſion; wherein all the different Ranks of Men are 
obſerved to preſs with forward Vanity on thoſe who 
are above them; to vie with their Superiours in every 
a» ode of Luxury and Oſtentation; and to {eek no 
: * Further Argument for juſtifying Extravagance , than 


z 3 Mind hegen Contempt for ſober and orderly Plans of 

1 A overthrows all Regard to domeſtic Concerns 
25 - and Duties Tt puſhes Men on to hazardous and vi- 
* onary Schemes of Cain; and: unfortunately unites 
7 the two Extremes, of graſping with Rapacioulneſs, 
4 aud of _ width Profulion. In the widl of 


No Admonition reſpecting Morals is more neceſ- | 
fary than this to the Age in which we live; an Age 


bs; Faſhion of the Times and the ſuppoſed Neceſſity 
; of living like others around them. This Turn of 


SEA e | ſuch 
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436 On Prudence, 

ſuch Diſorder, no Proſperity can be of long Continu- 
ance. While Confuſion grows upon Men's Affairs, 
and - Prodigality at the ſame Time waſtes their Sub- 
ſtance, Poverty makes its advances « like an armed 
Man.” They tremble at the View ofthe approaching 
Evil; but have loſt the Force of Mind to make Pro- 


viſion againſt it. Accuſtomed to move in a Round 


of Society and Pleaſures diſproportioned to their Con- 
dition, they are unable to break through the Enchant- 
ments of Habit; and, with their Eyes open, fink into 


the Gulph which is before them. Poverty enforces 


Dependance; and Dependance increaſes Corruption. 
Neceſſity firſt betrays them into mean Compliances ; 


and then impels them to open Crimes; and thus begin- 
ning with ORentation and Extravagance, ny end at 


laſt, in Infamy and Guilt. . 


_ - Such are the Cade ano, Order i in 
our worldly Circumſtances. Such is the Circle in 1 
which the Profuſe and the Diſſolute daily run. ro ; 


what Cauſe, fo much as to the Want ol Order, n 
ue attribute thoſe Scenes of Diſtreſs which ſo requent= 


ly excite our Pity ; Families that once were Dourith- 
ing, reduced to Ruin; and the melancholy Widow - 
and negleRed Orphan thrown-forth , friendleſs, upon 

the World? What cauſe has been more fruitful in en. 
its thoſe atrocious Crimes which fill Society 


"with 


Ry 
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wich Diſquiet and Terrour; in training the Gameller 


to Fraud „ede Robber 10 Violence, and the Alam 


 w Blood? © = 


- Be aſſured, hin, that Order, Frugality, SH co. 
nomy, are the neoeſſary Supports of every perſonal and 
private Virtue. How bumble ſoever theſe Qualities 
may appear to ſome, they are, nevertheleſs, the Baſis 


on which Liberty, Independence, and true Honour, 
muſt riſe. He who has the Steadineſs to arrange his 


Affairs with Method and Regularity , and io condut 
his Train of Life agreeably io his Circumſtances, can 


be Maſter of hiinſelf in every Situation into which he 


or to lie, to ſtoop to what is mean, or to commit what 
is criminal. But he who wants that Firmneſs of Mind 
which the Obſervance of Order requires, is held in 
Bondage to the World, he can neither aQ his Part 
with Courage as a Man, nor with Fidelity as a Chrif- 


tian. *From the Moment you have allowed yourſelves 
10 paſs the Line of CEconomy, and to live beyond 
your Fortune, you have entered on the Path of Dan- - 
ger. Pirecipices ſurround you on all Sides. Every Step 


which you take may lead to Miſchiefs, that, as yet, lie 


hidden ; and to ns _ will end in 1 f. 8 everlaſt. 
ing | Perdilion. Mm e 
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chat is, allo v chen na more than their proper Place; 
Rudy to keep the m within due Bounds; mingle them 
in a temperate Succeſſion wich ſerious Duties, and the 
higher Duties of Life. Human Life cannot proceed 
to Advantage without ſome Meaſure of Relaxation 
and Entertainment. We require Relief from Care. 
Me are not formed ſor a perpetual Streich of ſerious 
Thought. By 100 intenſe and continued Application, 
r ſeeble Powers would ſoon be worn. out. At the 
ſame Time, from our Propenſity to Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
Amuſement proves, among all Ranks of Men, the 
molt dangerous Foe 10 Order and Regularity. For it 
tends inceſſanily to uſurp and eneroach, io widen its 
Territories, to thruſt itſelf into the Place of more im- 
portant Concerns, and thereby io diſturb and counter- 
act the naturab Courſe of things. One frivolous A- 
muſement indulged out of Seaſon, vill often carry 
Perplexity and Cenſyſion, Jhrough. a ns Succeſſion 
of Affairs. 
1 . eee tho! _ be ol an innocent | 
Kind, require ſteady. Government, to keep them with- 
in a due and limited Province. But ſuch as are of an 
irregular and vicious Nature, are not to be . 
but io be baniſhed. from every orderiy Society. 
ſoon as a Man ſeeks his Happineſs from evil FAY 
| ſeizes up- 


Gaming, Revelling , or the like, Cogfu 


» 


2. — 1 — Fenn, c.5.-44 =. 44 


_- 


in ſecular Affairs. N 439 


on kia as its Own. Thete will be no longer Order in 
bis Family; im his Affairs, or Time. The moſt im: 


portant Concerns. of Eife are abandoned. Even the 


Otdet of Nature is by ſuch Perſons inverted ; Night 
is changed into Day; and Day into Night. CharaQery 
Honour, and Intereſt itfelf, are trampled under-foot. 
You may, with Certainty, pronounce the Ruin of 
theſe Meh t6:be juſt at band; Diſorder, ariſen to-its 
Height, has hearly accompliſhed its Work. The 
Spots of Death ate upon them. Let every One who 
would eſcape the peltileniial Contagion fly with Haſte 
To their Infection. Which brings me, 8 


Fiſihiy, To Prudence in the Arrangement of your 
ociety ; that is, Entangle not yourſelves in a perpetu- 
A and promiſcuous Crowd; ſelett with Prudence and 
Propricky | thoſe wich whom you chuſe to aſſociate; let 


4 Ce mpany and Retreat ſucceed each other at Meafe ed 
Latervale. There can be tio Order in his Life who 


allots not a due Share of kis Time to Retirement and 


Rebecon. He eat either ptudendy arrange bis 
temporal Affare, nor properly attend to his ſpiritual 
| Imereſts. He lives not to himſelf, but to the World. 


By comintal Diſſipation, he is rendered giddy and 


"thoughtlels? He unavoidably; contracts from the 


World chat 
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It is not a fuſficient Preſervative againſt this Evil, 

that the Circles of Society, in which you are engaged, 

are not of a libertine and vicious Kind. If they with- 

draw you from that Attention to yourſelves, and your 

domeſtic Conceras, which becomes a good Man, they 

are ſubverſive of Order, and inconſiſtent with Duty. 

What is innocent in itſelf, degenerates into Guilt from 

being carried to Exceſs; an idle, trifling Society is 

near a- kin to ſuch as is corrupting : One of the firſt 

__—_—: Principles of Order is, to learn to be happy at Home. 

It is in domeſtic Retreat that every wiſe and virtuous 

5 Man finds his chief SatisfaRtion. It is TuEAR he forms 

3 the Plans which regulate his public Conduct. He 

who knows not how to enjoy himſelf when alone, can 

never be long happy, abroad. To his vacant Mind, 
Company may afford a temporary. Relief; but when . 
forced to return to, himſelf, he will be, ſo much more | 


; oppreſſed : and languid. Whereas, by a due Mixture 
of public and Private Life, we keep free from the | 
9 may of both, and enjoy cach to greater Advantage. 
EE Wen we reviev adi 
+ +: | which 1 have ſhews that Prudence is eſſential, it muſt | 
neceſſarily occur to you, that they are all mutually n 
8 connefted, and depend upon each other. Throughout m 
1 Affair, _ "RO e we . n 


* 
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ments, and Society, the Principle of Order maſt be 
equally. carried, if you expeRt to reap any of its happy 


Fruits, For if into any one of thoſe great Depart- 


ments of Life-you ſuffer Diſorder tb enter, it will 
ſpread chrough all the reſt. In vain; for Inſtance, 
you. purpoſe to be orderly. in the Condutt of your Af. 
fairs, if yon be irregular in the Diſtribution of your 


Time. In vain you attempt tb regulate your EL 
pence, if imo your Amuſements, or your Society, 


Diſorder has crept. Vou have admitted a Principle 


of Confifion which will defeat" aff your Plaris ; and 
perplex and entangle what you ſought to arrarige. 


Uniformity is, above all things, neceffary to Order. 


If you deſire that any thing ſhould proceed ACOormay 
to Method and Rule, you muff «look well to your 
_ and 4 do all things decently, and in Order.” 


2 1 alſo J you, chat in ſmall, as well as 


in great Aﬀeirs, a due Regard to Order is requiſite. 
| We mean oon that you ought to look on thoſe minute 
Attentions which are apt to occupy. frivolous Minde, 5 
| as connefted either with Virtue or Wiſdom. But we. 


exhant you. to remember, that Diſorder, like other Im- 


wmafralities, frequenty takes · riſe from inconſiderable 
5 Beginnings. They who, i in the leſſer Tranſaftions of. | 
1 i e 
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of extending that Negligence, by Degrees , to ſack 
Affairs and Duties as will render ibem criminal. Re- 
miſſneſs grows on all who ſtudy not to guard againſt it; 
and i it is only by frequent Exerciſe that the Habits of 
Order and ,PunQualuy can be thoroughly confirmed. 
From what has been ſaid, che great Importance of 
this Principle to moral and religious Condut muſt 
already be evident. Let us, however, conclude, with 
taking a ſummary, View. of 6 the. A ene at- 
tend it... And, 
Firſt, "The — of Order Cn to 8 
tha Negligence which makes you omit ſome Duties, 
h and that Hurry and Precipitancy which makes you 
xerform others imperfeAly. Your Attention is there- 
dy direfted 10 its proper Objefts. ; You follow the 
Rraight Path which Providence has pointed out to 
Man; ; in the Courſe of which all the different Buſineſs 
of Life preſems itſelf regularly to him on every Side. 
. God and Man, Time and Eternity, poſſeſs their | pro- 
per Stations, ariſe in Succeſſion to his View, and at- 
walt his Care. Whereas he who runs on in a Giſor- 
deny Coutſe, ſpeedily involves himſelf in a Laby- 
riath, where he is fuſpunded with Intricacy and Dark- 
| neſs. "The crooked Paths into which he ſirikes, turn 


_ him aſide from the proper” Line of human Purſuit; 


Fm F, 


from his Sight the Objects which he ought chiefly | 
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— and bring — under his View, which 

ſerve no Purpoſechut 10 diſtratt and miſlead him. 
Next, by auending ta: Order, yau avoid Idleneſs, 

that moſt fruitful: Source:of Crimes and Evils. Acting 

upon a Han meeting every - thing in its proper Elace, 


you conſtantly, find innocent and uſefull Employment 
for Time: Tou are newer at a-Loſs: n 
your Hours, on ta fill un Liſeagreeably, - | 

la the Courſe of human A ors aan Bu. 
tremes: equally. dangerous to Virtue ; the Multplicity. 
of Affairs, and the total Want of them. The Man of 


Order Rands in the middle between theſe. two Extremes, 
but not oppreſſed. Whereas the Diſotderly, by over- 


loading one Part of Time, and leaving another vacant, 
are at one Period overwhelmed with Bulinels, and at 


another, either idle thro Want of Employment , or in- 


gion Mera. The Mind, er 


a „ ceo Ki in | 


the Arms of every Vice and every Folly. 


Bu further, By the Preſervation yt ies, — | 
Ak Incuaſlaney and Levity. Fickle by Nature is 


the human Heart, It is fond of Change; and perpetu- 
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dat. Hence ariſes the Propriety of bringing ourſelves? 


under SubjeRion. 10 Method and Rule; which, though 
at firſt it may prove conſtraining, yet by Degrees, and 


from the Experience of its happy Effects, becomes na- 
tural and agretable; It reQifies thoſe Irregularities of 
Temper and. Manners: to which we give the Name of 
Caprice; and which: are diſtinguiſhiag Charafteriltics. 


of a diſorderly Mind. Iris the Parent of Steadineſs 
of Conda&” It forms Conſiſteney of Character. It 
is the Ground of all the Confidence we repoſe in one 
another. For, the Diſorderly we know not where to 
find: In him only can we place any Truſt who is u- 
niform and regular; who-lives by Principle, not by 
Humour; who as hs es 7 gin n e 
ry Motions” s. . 10 
Ahe. ein f Ordet hitherto tt be- 
long to Rectitude of Conduct. Conſider alſo how 
important it ĩs to your Self enjoyment and Felicity. 
* mm is the Source of Peace; and Peace is the 
* 2 Tranquility dwell. -The 


verns Mention of Conſuſion imports. Diſturbance and 
Version. Is. it poſſible for that Man to be happy, 
Vho cannot look. into the State of his Affairs, or the 
Tenour of his Conduct, without diſcerning all to be 


ape who is cyber mts, 
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for what lid has negleRed to do; or in the mid of 
Hurry to overtake what he finds, too late, was neceſ- 
fary ta have been done? Such as live according to 
Order may be compared to the eeleſtial Bodies, which © 


move in regular Courſes, and by ſtated Laws; whoſe - 


* Influence is beneflcent; whoſe Operations are quiet 
and tranquil. The Diſorderly reſemble thoſe tumul- 

' tuous Elements on Earth, which, by ſudden and vio- 
lent Irruptions, difturb the Courſe of Nature. By 


 Miſaanagement of Affairs, by Exceſs in Expence, 


by Irregulatity in the Indulgence of Company and A- 


both to themſelves and others. They depart from their 


ede mals up Sorewe Being always found out 
ticit proper use; they of Courſe interfere and jar 


tail to spread beyeud their own' Line, and involve. 
many: in Confuſiom and Diſtreſs; wheiice dhey nee 
-- anly becpme tbe 'Abihors of Tumult and C 


of Dilgard and Hamity. Whereas O d 
Foundadion of Union. It allows every Man to tarry 
bn his on Affairs without diſturbing. his Neighbour. 
I is che golden Chain, which holds together the Soci- 


eties of Men in Friendſhip and Peace. 


10 Fine, The Man of Order is connefted with all | 
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the higher Powers and Principles in the Univerſe. He 
is the Follower. of God. He walks with him, and 
acts upon his Plan. His CharaQer is formed on the 
Spirit which Religion breathes. For Religion in ge- 
neral, and the Religion of Chriſt in particular, may be 
_ calledihe cat Diſcipline of Order. To “ walk ſin- 
fully,” and. to. 4 walk diſorderly,” are fynonymous | 
Terms i in Seripture. And, « from ſuch as walk diſor- 
_ derly,” we are commanded, «in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to withdraw ourſelves.” The Kingdom 
of Satan is the Reign of Diſorder and Darkneſs. To 
reſtore Order among the Works of God, was the End 
for which the Son of God. deſcended 10 the Earth. 
| He requires Order to be obſerved in his Church. 


His Undertaking is to be conſummated. in that perſect 
Dann. the laſt Day. In 
1 62 Ars Sit of the 
Jun m de perfect; and whatever further Preparation 
— nay beg uiſice: for our being admitted to join their 
Society, it is certain" that we ſhall never ſhare in it, 
niels we, as #yxUDENT Men,“ make it now our 
Study io loo well o our e, e e 
4 d and in Order.” 3 
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